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What is Normal Worship?
When we were not able to worship in person during the Pandemic, we changed the order of
worship. Because people were now watching online we abbreviated the service by cutting out
some of the more traditional, liturgical elements, like the Kyrie (Lord have mercy,” the Hymn of
Praise, the Gospel verse, Offertory hymn, the liturgy for Holy Communion as well as cutting some
versed from the hymns. Now that we are meeting in person again, we are asking the question
what do we bring back? What is normal? Is there a new normal? I know that some have missed the
traditional, liturgical elements, others may have gotten used to not having them. So, we will be
compromising and using the Kyrie and Hymn of Praise on Holy Communion Sundays (the first,
third and fifth Sunday). The 2nd and 4th Sundays will be a simpler service. We also would like to
learn some new songs so we will be having a song of the month to sing each Sunday for a month.
The thing about worship is that it is often quite subjective and different styles are meaningful to
different people. What I think is helpful to remember is that the word, “worship” is to be seen as
a verb and not a noun. Worship is what we offer to God as a response to God’s love and
faithfulness. We come to worship God - to give God praise and thanks. Yes, we also come to hear
God’s word and be fed. But I think the more often we come with the intent to worship God the
more likely we will be fed.
One of the occupational hazards of being a pastor is that pastors can tend to evaluate worship
services. Nancy and I will be going to worship at different churches during my sabbatical. I will
have to be intentional about not evaluating how the service went, like the songs, or the sermon
or how long the service is. I hope to remember that I am going to worship God.
I think it is also helpful to remember that it is not always about me and what I want. If there is
something about a worship service that may not be meaningful to me, it may be meaningful to
someone else.
Worship is central to our life of faith. God commanded that we remember the Sabbath day to
keep it holy. God made that a command because God knows what is best for us. God knows that
we need a time - at least one day a week - to come together and join in worshiping God, to
confess our sins, hear that we are forgiven and to taste the forgiveness in Holy Communion. In
worship we hear what God has to say to us. To worship each week is an opportunity to show what
is most important to us. It shows what our priorities are.
I remember a family at a previous church I served whose kids were very involved in sports which
meant often being gone to tournaments on Sundays. But they would almost always try to find a
church where they were at and attend worship service either before or after the game. And now
with the online option a family could still get together in a motel room and watch the service on
Facebook or YouTube.
God is good and we are blessed. Worship is a chance to give praise and thanks to God for all God
has done for us. I hope it will be a priority for you.
I also wish to thank both churches for providing the opportunity to have a 3-month sabbatical. I
look forward to seeing you all again in August. I will not be available for any pastoral care needs
like funerals, weddings or baptisms. Laurel will provide the pastor’s contact information
elsewhere for pastoral care needs.
In Christ, Pastor Rick Biedermann

Mission Statement:

We, the family of English Lutheran Church of Bateman,
are here to serve the Lord through worship,
fellowship, stewardship and discipleship.
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Happy 50th Anniversary!

Jack & Karen Rokser 5-20-72
Ian & Carol Turner 4-29-72

Budget

Report

March Offerings = $11,463.18
Monthly Budget = $12,032.00
Year-to-Date Offerings =
$31,129.63

Year to Date Budget = $36,097.00

Total Budget for 2022 = $124,874.00
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Meeting Highlights from April


Mission Outreach Sunday: Supporting Ukraine in April and May.



Council decided to have a deadline of 6pm Friday to inform members if a
service is changed to indoors due to the weather.



Chris Stein came and gave the final report for the Study group. There will
be copies of the report available for everyone.



Council approved purchasing a new riding lawn tractor from John Deere for
use at the church and parsonage not to exceed $3500. Laurel has
volunteered to mow the church grounds.



Council had approved the Social Media Enhancement Team purchasing a
new camera to live=stream worship services but Roy would like to wait until
we start outdoor services to see how things go before deciding on a style
of camera.
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ENDOWMENTFUNDNEWS
We keep talking about our English Lutheran Mission Endowment Fund. Why bother doing this? Well, it’s
done so much good since its inception in 1998 and continues to work for us today and many tomorrows.
Our Fund has shared over $74,000 from income to scholarships, community, mission and capitol needs. A
few specific areas include food pantries, Malawi, Lay School tuitions, student scholarships, youth projects,
Chippewa Valley Free Clinic, church remodeling projects, butterfly garden and ELCA Disaster Response. And
this just scratches the surface of the gifts you have been able to provide through the Endowment Fund.
What’s even more amazing is that we have never touched the principal amounts given (about $67,000) and
the fund has grown to about $130,000 today.

What a wonderful legacy those gifts have been. Even more this is a perpetual gift that doesn’t decline or end
but grows and grows to provide resources into the future for our church and our children, the community
and our missions locally and the ELCA worldwide.

The Fund welcomes all gifts, large and small. Sometimes this is planned giving, but it can also be a gift at the
holidays, a way to honor a special occasion, or a memorial to a friend, business associate or family member.
What a great way to share a blessing today with those who will follow us tomorrow.

-Ray Peterson for the English Lutheran Mission Endowment Board

FINANCIAL UPDATES FROM THE MEN’S GROUP
PAVILION ~ APRIL 2022
The men’s group thought it would be a good time to bring you up to date on our Pavilion/Playground
project financials. First a little background.
In 2019 the men’s group presented a vision for a multi-use playground/pavilion which was approved by
the congregation. A loan was secured in July for $20,000. Things were going well and we were able to
make several principal payments against the loan. In the spring and summer of 2020, we became aware
of serious erosion problems surrounding the pavilion that had to be addressed. As a result, our initial
loan was renegotiated back to $20,000 in July 2020 and we commenced with substantial gutter, fencing
and landscaping repairs. Improvements continue with electrical wiring and 12 new benches.
So where are the financials right now?
At this time, we have paid $39,900 for all the construction, repair and improvement costs associated with
the playground and pavilion. In addition, we have paid back to the church all the interest payments so
far that were initially paid by the church – this amounts to $2,015. Our current loan balance has been
reduced to $6,000. We anticipate fundraising events this year will reduce this even more.
Of course, none of this would be possible without your generous, on-going financial support and that of
the Lafayette community. So, thank you so much!
-Men of English
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Suggested Items if you want to donate:








Canned Ravioli Type Foods/Stews
Soup
Snack Sticks
Rice Cups (just add water)
Instant Oatmeal
Crackers (Plain or with Peanut
Butter or Cheese)








Boxed Cereal
Ramen Noodles
Granola Bars
Instant Masked Potatoes
Hot Chocolate
Fruit Cups/Pudding Cups
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Baskets  Promise
Summary for 2022
During the weeks of Lent the congregation donated the following items for the Lutheran World Relief Personal Care Kits.
Thank you for the monetary donations, too. The following items were collected/purchased:
Bath Towels ...........................5
Soap bars........................... 126
Toothbrushes.................... 24
Nail Clippers ........................... 6
Combs ................................... 15
With these items and those we have remaining from the fall 2021 collection we will still need a number of items to complete the
kits. There will be a later note listing exactly what is still needed.
Thank you for helping to complete this project of Faith in Action for 2022.
-WELCA Co-President, Carol Peterson-Coordinator

NEW ONLINE GIVING PEW CARDS

We will be recognizing our ELCB
2022 Graduates during worship
on June 5th.
If you know of anyone in our ELCB family
who is graduating in 2022, please let
Laurel in the office know.
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WELCA SUMMER RETREAT
The WELCA Summer Retreat is going to be held on Wednesday, June 8th and Thursday, June 9th at
Luther Park. This year, the retreat will start at 10 am on Wednesday with a lunch being served that
day – this is new for 2022. Note the change of dates from August to June because more counselors
are there to help and more activities will be available.
Registration forms are available on the WELCA bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall. There will be
the following activities this year during free time.


Basket Weaving – Wednesday only ($19.00)



Paint Pouring on tile – Wednesday only



Card Making – Both days



Foot Soaks – Wednesday only



Water Aerobics – Wednesday only



Chair Yoga – Thursday AM only



Swimming – Both days



Pontoon Rides – Both days



Wagon Rides – Both days

The speaker this year for both days is Sally Ankerfelt, an ordained Lutheran Pastor in the ELCA.
More information about her can be found with the registration form.
Early Bird Registration deadline is May 31.
Any questions – speak with Carol Peterson WELCA Co-President
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Pastor’s Academy - May 2022
In 2020, the Pastors' Academy (one of the ongoing partnership ministries
between our synod and the ELCM) was cancelled for the ﬁrst $me since its
crea$on over a decade ago. This was the ﬁrst of many changes/cancella$ons the
church (globally) was about to experience over the next two years.
This academy is a week-long intensive program in the ELCM where more than 60 pastors gather together for
theological con$nuing educa$on. Tradi$onally, our synod has provided teachers and ﬁnancial support as a
way to help sustain this important and robust $me of training, learning, collegiality, worship, resource
sharing, and prayer. Because Malawi does not have local access to a Lutheran theological campus, this is a
fundamental ministry that provides consistent, local educa$on for the pastors who shepherd more than 400
congrega$ons and preaching points.
Although we cannot be in Malawi to teach this year due to travel restric$ons, our friends in the ELCM will
s$ll be hos$ng the academy from May 9-13th. The pastors are excited to be together again a1er two years
apart, and are looking forward to this $me of learning.
Due to the ongoing economic eﬀects of the pandemic in Malawi, as well as the increased cost of goods due
to the war in Ukraine, we know that this academy may endure a surge in cost from previous years. However,
it is our hope that we can remain a consistent partner of support for this ministry in a couple of ways.
 First, we con$nue to pray for the pastors in Malawi as they gather together in May, and for all the ways
they con$nue to faithfully serve their communi$es and share the gospel of Jesus with hope and joy.
 Second, our friends have asked if we could share pre-recorded theological lessons which we will prepare
for the academy. There are a few of us who will also be joining them live on video conference for the
opening of the academy. (Due to the $me diﬀerence and the high cost of internet access in Malawi, we
are unable to teach lessons through Zoom, so this was a crea$ve and accessible way to accompany our
friends from abroad!)
 Third, we have a goal of gathering $15,000 - $20,000 between now and April 30th to help support the
2022 academy.
If you would like to help this ministry with a ﬁnancial gi1, please know there are a few ways you can do this:
 Give a gi1 in any amount online through the NW Synod website between now and April 30th (be sure to
choose Fund: Malawi Support, Sub-Fund: Pastors' Academy in the menu!)
 Send a gi1 by check directly to the synod oﬃce (Please indicate "Pastors' Academy" in the memo line).
Send to: Northwest Synod of Wisconsin 944 24 1/4 Street Suite 2 Chetek, WI 54728
*For congrega ons who have a direct parish partnership, you are welcome to give a gi in honor of your
partner parish & pastor.
For those who have already given to this ministry, thank you. Your gi1 is truly appreciated.
If you have any ques$ons about this or any ministry of the ELCM, please feel free to reach out any $me using
one of the contacts below.
Zikomo kwambiri (Thank you very much!)
Ambuye akudalitseni (May God bless you)
Together in Christ,
Deacon Laura Ramlow
lramlow@nwswi.org
715-559-3474
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Calendar for May 2022
English Lutheran Church of Bateman
(To get better quality copy go to ELCB website at
www.elcbateman.org and go to the calendar option).

Mother’s Day

E N G L IS H L U THE R A N C H UR CH

20588 County Highway X
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
www.elcbateman.org
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facebook.com/elcbateman

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@elcbateman.org
Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
515-229-6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@elcbateman.org
Church Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
715-828-5596
Office Hours:
Tues/Thurs 9am-2pm
KAREN ROKSER, TREASURER
Email: bookkeeper@elcbateman.org

NANCY NERDRUM, ORGANIST
CHERI BURISH, FACILITIES

ELCB Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!

There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Lavane Hessler, Jack Rokser
Steve Thon, Dennis Knutson, Cedric Boettcher,
Doug Mueller, Roy Thompson, Pastor Rick

Personnel/Executive: Lavane Hessler, Chair
Oversee staff and evaluations.

Buildings & Grounds: Cedric Boettcher, Chair
Care & maintenance of church and parsonage.

Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Provides oversight and support for the sharing of a pastor
with St. James Trinity.

Worship & Music: Linda Stockinger, Chair
Oversees worship, music and special services.

Audit Committee: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Audit financials

Finance/Stewardship: Steve Thon, Chair
Church budget and finances.

Memorial & Special Gifts: Darin Fellom, Chair
Distributes memorial funds and gifts.

Evangelism Ministry Team (EMT): Jack ROkser, Chair
Keep leadership and the congregation outreach
minded.

Altar Guild: Carol Peterson, Chair
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.

Endowment board: Ray Peterson, Chair
Maintains and distributes our financial resources above and
beyond regular offerings that allow outreach in the
community and around the world.
Faith Formation: Pastor Rick Biedermann, Adult Ed
Linda Stockinger, Children’s Ministries Chair
Oversees children, youth and adult education

Pantry Pals: Vicki Seidlitz, Chair
Monthly food pantry for local residents in need.
Fellowship & Hospitality: Diane Long & Carol
Turner, Co-Chairs
Worship Servers: Dawn Raschke, Chair
Social Media Task Force: Roy Thompson, Chair

Scrip Program: Cathy Thompson, Chair
Program provides gift cards and gives the church a
percentage of sales.
.Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Tuesday at 10am.
Library: Carol Peterson, Chair
WELCA (Women’s Group): Karen Rokser & Carol Peterson,
Co-Pres.; , Sandy Winrich, VP; Bev Hardy, Treas; Diane Long, Sec
Men of English (Men’s Group): Denis Winrich, Chair
Page Turners (Book Club): Carol Turner, Chair
Pieceworkers (Quilting Group): Ann Arneson, Chair
Technology Team: Darin Fellom, Greg Harrell,
Laurel Boyer, and Pastor Rick Biedermann
Sound & Streaming: John Stockinger, Roy Thompson,
Von Wolff
Projector/Media: Laurel Boyer/Linda Stockinger

