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We will return to In-Person Worship
starting on February 13th.
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I subscribe to a daily devotion called God Pause. It is
written by a variety of people, usually Lutheran pastors
and is provided through Luther Seminary. If you would like to subscribe here is the link: https://
www.luthersem.edu/godpause/email/. On Sundays, the devotion is based on a hymn. There are many
good hymns that can inspire us. I want to share the following devotion that spoke to me for my article by
Joyce Tollefson Capp.
God Pause for Sunday, January 23, 2022 ~ This is My Father’s World (ELW 824)

1. This is my Father's world, and to my list'ning ears all nature sings, and round me rings the music of
the spheres.
This is my Father's world, I rest me in the thought of rocks and trees, of skies and seas; his hand the
wonders wrought.
2. This is my Father's world; the birds their carols raise; the morning light, the lily white, declare their
maker's praise. This is my Father's world; he shines in all that's fair.
In the rustling grass I hear him pass; he speaks to me ev'rywhere.

3. This is my Father's world; oh, let me not forget that, though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the
ruler yet.
This is my Father's world; why should my heart be sad?
The Lord is king, let heaven ring; God reigns, let earth be glad!

Devotion:

Have you had one of those days or weeks when nothing seems to be going right? I recently had a time
like that in my life. I yelled at God, “Where are you and what in the world are you doing?” as I pounded
my fist on the couch and just sat in silence. I slowly heard from deep within “This is my Father’s world,
and though the wrong seems oft so strong, God is the ruler yet.” Six times in this hymn the assuring
phrase, “This is my Father’s World,” is repeated. This is God’s world, not yours nor mine; the trouble, the
pain, the chaos will not win the day. Just as February comes and the light grows longer, just when
nothing seems right, God comes to renew God’s promises and make everything right. For from the
darkness of a tomb life and light breaks forth. Wait for it. Even in whatever we are going through we keep
waiting, for God reigns and we can be glad.

Prayer:

Creator God, life giving God, thank you for your amazing world and all that I see is from you. Remind us
in dark times that you are at work silently and you will bring life and light and healing. Amen.
Joyce Tollefson Capp '91 M.Div., Retired, Raymond, MN

Mission Statement:

We, the family of English Lutheran Church of Bateman,
are here to serve the Lord through worship,
fellowship, stewardship and discipleship.
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Due to the i ncrease of Covid-19 cases, the
Chu rch Cou nci l has decided to postpone
the Annual Congregational Meeti ng. The
meeti ng is schedu led for May 1, 2022
fol lowi ng worshi p (approx. 9:30 am).

Budget

Report

December Offerings = $13,224.00
Monthly Budget = $11,352.00

Year-to-Date Offerings = $132,627.80
Budget through Dec. = $124,874.00

Ash Wednesday

Year to Date Budget = $136,226.00

In-Person and Online
March 2nd — 7pm

For those watching from home, there will be
packets with ashes available to pick up in the
pavilion starting on February 27th.
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DOMESTiC
ViOLENCE
STATiSTiCS

Source: NCADV National
Coalition Against
Domestic Violence

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE ACCOUNTS FOR 15% OF ALL VIOLENT CRIME

20 PEOPLE

per minute are physically abused by an intimate partner in the U.S.

1 IN 3 WOMEN

have experienced some form of
physical violence by an intimate partner.
On a typical day, there are more than

20,000 phone calls placed to domestic
violence hotlines nationwide.

1 IN 4 MEN

have experienced some form of
physical violence by an intimate partner.
The presence of a gun in a domestic
violence situation increases the risk
of homicide by 500%.
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Meeting Highlights from January


Decided we will give out packets with ashes as a safer alternative to
everyone coming up to have Pastor Rick make the cross on each person.
Will also have some packets available in the pavilion for people to pick up
who are worshipping online.



Approved request from Worship/Music to invite 2-3 people to church on
Sundays to live-stream (using social distancing) and assist with singing the
hymns for the online only services.



Pastor Rick would like to take a 3-month sabbatical in May, June and July.



Mission Outreach for February is Bolton Refuge House.

WELCA SUMMER RETREAT
The WELCA Summer Retreat is going to be on Wednesday June 8th and Thursday
June 9th at Luther Park. This year, the retreat will start at 10am on Wednesday
with a lunch being served that day – this is new for 2022. Note the change of dates from August
to June because more counselors are there to help and more activities will be available.
More information about registration and the activities will be coming soon.
-Carol Peterson, WELCA Co-President
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Bold Women’s Day—observed annually on the fourth Sunday of February—
celebrates all Lutheran women who have acted or are acting boldly on
their faith in Jesus Christ. Some women are bold in their unceasing prayers.
Other women are bold in their service to those in need. Still other women are bold in their advocacy or
through their hospitality. Whether we live out our bold story of faith in the workplace, family home or
community, our faith compels us to make a difference in the lives of others. It’s all about living out our
baptismal call, about being a disciple of Christ. Are you bold?
WELCA Calendar for 2022: (dates yet to be determined when not indicated)


February – Bold Women’s Day, February 27



March – WELCA Meeting



April – Easter Breakfast



June – Luther Park Retreat June 8 & 9



Summer – Women’s Enrichment



September – Apple Fest



November – Thankoffering

Please keep these events in mind as you make your plans for this coming year. Bring your ideas and
enthusiasm to our first meeting of the year in March (depending on Covid, of course!)

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

Holidays in February

1: National Freedom Day
2: Groundhog Day
3: National Missing Persons Day
4: World Cancer Day
4: National Homemade Soup Day
7: National Send Card to Friend Day
9: National Pizza Day
10: National Umbrella Day
11: National Make a Friend Day
14: Valentine's Day
17: Presidents' Day

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

18: National Drink Wine Day
20: National Love Your Pet Day
21: National Caregivers Day
22: World Thinking Day
24: National Tortilla Chip Day
25: National Pancake Day
27: International Polar Bear Day
27: National Chili Day
28: National Science Day
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Greetings from the Scrip Team!

What is the Scrip Program: Scrip is a popular method of fundraising.
How does it Work:
 Retailers provide gift cards and certificates at a discounted rate.








ELCB then sells the cards and certificates at full face value.
 The Scrip team delivers: Email elcbscrip@gmail.com or contact any of the scrip team
members directly: Cathy Thompson (715-529-0160), Carol Dittmar, Donna Harings, Julie
Mitchell or Angela Sieg-Bruhn (715-829-1405) to place your order.
ELCB Scrip keeps the discount from the sale of the card as revenue.

The money collected from the sale of the gift cards (i.e., the discount) is then given as a donation
to the church. Scrip donated $3,484.12 in 2021!! That is like an offering of $67.00/week.
Scrip is available for every day purchases like gas for your vehicle, groceries, entertainment,
home improvement or you can use them for gifts for any special event in your life. Birthdays,
anniversaries, weddings, baby shower, retirement, graduation – Scrip is the perfect solution.
Use Scrip cards rather than cash or a debit/credit card at participating retailers.

Participating Retailers:

Family Fare
Festival
Holiday gas station
Cenex
Jacobson’s Meat Market
Jacobson’s Ace Hardware
Menards









Micon Cinemas
Culvers

Dairy Queen

Papa Murphy’s (offering $10 Tuesdays)
Z’s Restaurant
Sandbar

Kwik Trip (donates an additional amount for in-store purchases)

Please consider using Scrip the next time you go shopping or fill your vehicle with gas.
Happy shopping!
ELCB Scrip Team
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Special Opportunity for Attendees of the
2022 Walking Together & Epic Event
sponsored by NWSWI at the
UW Eau Claire Davies Center on March 26th.
Two workshops will be available to view The Ants and the Grasshopper, a
documentary film about the real-life impacts of climate change across the globe.
The film also lifts up issues of gender justice, race, and hunger. (These 2 workshop
times will each be 2 hours - 1 hour for viewing and 1 for conversation). The
workshops will touch on Malawi, climate change, and/or social and environmental
justice. The following is from the film’s press toolkit:

HOW DO YOU CHANGE SOMEONE’S MIND ABOUT THE MOST IMPORTANT THING IN THE
WORLD?
SYNOPSIS: Anita Chitaya has a gi; she can help bring abundant food from dead soil, she can
make men ﬁght for gender equality, and she can end child hunger in her village. Now, to save
her home from extreme weather, she faces her greatest challenge: persuading Americans
that climate change is real. Traveling from Malawi to California to the White House, she
meets climate scep,cs and despairing farmers. Her journey takes her across all the divisions
shaping the US, from the rural-urban divide, to schisms of race, class and gender, to the
thinking that allows Americans to believe we live on a diﬀerent planet from everyone else. It
will take all her skill and experience to persuade us that we’re all in this together. This
documentary, ten years in the making, weaves together the most urgent themes of our ,mes:
climate change, gender and racial inequality, the gaps between the rich and the poor, and the
ideas that groups around the world have generated in order to save the planet.
Documentary Trailer: h2ps://youtu.be/6J29qHOMm8k
Website: h2ps://www.antsandgrasshopper.org/

A few ways to honor Black History Month:






Read a book: Some options include the New Jim Crow by
Michelle Alexander, which focuses on injustices in the
criminal justice system in the U.S., or Between the World and
Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates, a powerful essay from a father to
his son about race in America. If fiction is more your speed,
check out Beloved by Toni Morrison, The Hate U Give by
Angie Thomas, or The Color Purple by Alice Walker.
Listen to a Podcast: Check out an educational podcast about Black history like NPR’s Code
Switch, Noire Histoir, or Black History Year, which seeks to take back the Black narrative and
give voice to the community that has been so misrepresented, or not represented at all, in
the media throughout history.
Watch a documentary: Check out The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross to explore
Black identity through diverse social and religious perspectives, 13th about the criminal
justice system’s mistreatment of Black communities in the U.S., or Slavery By Another
Name, which demonstrates how slavery continued well into the 20th Century under the
guise of forced labor.

Source: https://mytoastlife.com/5-ways-honor-black-history-month/
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Calendar for February 2022
English Lutheran Church of Bateman
(To get better quality copy go to ELCB website at
www.elcbateman.org and go to the calendar option).

E N G L IS H L U THE R A N C H UR CH

20588 County Highway X
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
www.elcbateman.org
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facebook.com/elcbateman

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@elcbateman.org
Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
515-229-6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@elcbateman.org
Church Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
715-828-5596
Office Hours:
Tues/Thurs 9am-2pm
KAREN ROKSER, TREASURER
Email: bookkeeper@elcbateman.org

NANCY NERDRUM, ORGANIST
CHERI BURISH, FACILITIES

ELCB Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!

There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Lavane Hessler, Jack Rokser
Steve Thon, Dennis Knutson, Cedric Boettcher,
Doug Mueller, Roy Thompson, Pastor Rick

Buildings & Grounds: Cedric Boettcher, Chair
Care & maintenance of church and parsonage.

Personnel/Executive: Lavane Hessler, Chair
Oversee staff and evaluations.

Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Provides oversight and support for the sharing of a
pastor with St. James Trinity.

Worship & Music: Linda Stockinger, Chair
Oversees worship, music and special services.

Audit Committee: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Audit financials

Evangelism Ministry Team (EMT): Jack ROkser, Chair
Keep leadership and the congregation outreach
minded.

Altar Guild: Carol Peterson, Chair
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.

Finance/Stewardship: Steve Thon, Chair
Church budget and finances.

Endowment board: Ray Peterson, Chair
Maintains and distributes our financial resources
above and beyond regular offerings that allow
outreach in the community and around the world.
Faith Formation: Pastor Rick Biedermann, Chair
Oversees children, youth and adult education

Memorial & Special Gifts: Darin Fellom, Chair
Distributes memorial funds and gifts.

Pantry Pals: Sandy Winrich, Chair
Monthly food pantry for local residents in need.
Fellowship & Hospitality: Diane Long (Chair)
Worship Servers: Dawn Raschke (Chair)

Social Media Task Force: Roy Thompson, Chair

Scrip Program: Cathy Thompson, Chair
Program provides gift cards and gives the church a
percentage of sales.
.Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Tuesday at 10am.
Library: Carol Peterson, Chair

WELCA (Women’s Group): Karen Rokser & Carol
Peterson, (Co-Pres.), Sandy Winrich (VP), Bev Hardy
(Treas), Diane Long (Sec)
Men of English (Men’s Group): Denis Winrich, Chair
Page Turners (Book Club): Carol Turner, Chair

Pieceworkers (Quilting Group): Ann Arneson, Chair

Technology Team: Darin Fellom, Greg Harrell,
Laurel Boyer, and Pastor Rick Biedermann
Sound & Streaming: Von Wolff and John Stockinger
Projector/Media: Laurel Boyer/Linda Stockinger

