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“Be always at war with your vices, at peace with your
neighbors, and let each new year find you a better man.”
-Benjamin Franklin

-–Matthew 1:21
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A Reason for Hope
“The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.” (O Little Town of Bethlehem.)

How are you feeling about a new year? Expectations that it will be better? Worse? The same?
Are you hopeful or pessimistic? We are still dealing with a pandemic that some of us had
“hoped” would be over by now. We are learning about a new omicron variant and still not sure
how much that will impact us. Will the pandemic be over this year? Will it ever be completely
over? Will people come back to church? Will life be normal or will we discover a new normal?
Some have lost loved ones this past year and we may wonder who we may lose this year, and
not just to the pandemic.

There are lots of things that can cause us to worry and be afraid. Is it possible to face a new year
with hope? Hope doesn’t mean optimism. It doesn’t mean denying reality and living in some
false illusion. We can still grieve and at the same time have hope.
I noticed that I had just written that we had “hoped” that the pandemic would be over by now.
And I realize that we use hope in a lot of different ways. We tend to use the word hope as a
desire or wish or an expectation. But when it comes to our Christian faith, hope takes on a
deeper meaning.

Henri Nouwen writes in one of his devotions, “Optimism and hope are radically different
attitudes. Optimism is the expectation that things - the weather, human relationships, the
economy, the political situation, (I add, the pandemic) will get better. Hope is the trust that God
will fulfill God’s promises to us in a way that leads us to true freedom. The optimist speaks about
concrete changes in the future. The person of hope lives in the moment with the knowledge and
trust that all of life is in good hands.”
Our hope lies ultimately in God and in God’s promise to be with us and never abandon us. Our
hope lies in the promise that suffering, disease and even death do not have the final say. And
this kind of hope is not just a wish or a longing. This kind of hope is already fulfilled because
God keeps God’s promises. God promised that God would send his Son and God did. We just
celebrated that at Christmas. In the birth of Jesus, God became a human. That means that God
is with us. God knows what it is like to be human. Jesus grew up and experienced grief,

Mission Statement:

We, the family of English Lutheran Church of Bateman,
are here to serve the Lord through worship,
fellowship, stewardship and discipleship.
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suffering, pain and death. So that means that God knows what it is like to grieve, suffer and and
experience death as well as have joy and celebrate.
Only God can give us this kind of hope. It may look foolish to others. Having this hope will
affect how we live our lives. It isn’t easy and it takes courage to live lives of hope when it
doesn’t look like we have reasons to hope. But living lives with hope will also be a witness to
our faith in God.
We may not know what lies in the future but we do know that God is there.

“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” Romans 15:13
-Pastor Rick Biedermann

REMINDER THAT THE NEW
WORSHIP SERVING SCHEDULE
STARTS IN JANUARY. IF YOU ARE
NOT ABLE TO SERVE ON YOUR
SCHEDULED DATE, PLEASE
EMAIL THE GROUP (EMAIL ADDRESSES ON
SCHEDULE) THEN LET THE OFFICE KNOW OF
THE CHANGE. THANK YOU TO EVERYONE
WHO SIGNED UP! THIS WILL HELP
EVERYTHING RUN A LITTLE SMOOTHER!

Budget

Report

November actual = $11,297.83
Monthly Budget = $11,352.00

Year-to-Date Actual = $119,373.89

Budget through Nov. = $124,874.00
Total Budget 2021 = $136,225.00

HOSPITALITY
UPDATE
Thank you to everyone who signed up to be on
the rotating schedule for 2022.
We feel that Fellowship after church is a
valuable activity. It gives us an opportunity
to get to know our church family better.
This past Fall the women met and were given
a list of activities to check that were
important to continue and
Fellowship was ranked high.
Thank you so much,
Hospitality Team
Diane Long & Carol Turner

Please welcome Dennis Reno
to our Church Family!
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A special thank you to
Dave Henneman for donating
the Nativity set in the pavilion!

Thank
you

Dennis Knutson & Carol Dittmar
for the gift of a beautiful
Home Communion Kit for the Church.


OFFERING
ENVELOPES
2022 Envelopes will be coming! The
order has been delayed but as
soon as they have arrived they
will be available for pick up in
the fellowship hall. In the
meantime, please use a pew
envelope for your offering!
Thank you,
Karen Rokser,
Financial Secretary

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Due to the i ncrease of Covid-19 cases, the
Chu rch Cou nci l has decided to postpone
the Annual Congregational Meeti ng. The
meeti ng is schedu led for May 1, 2022
fol lowi ng worshi p (approx. 9:30 am).
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Meeting Highlights from December


Council decided to postpone the Annual Congregational Meeting until May
1st, 2022 due to the increase in Covid-19 cases.



Social Media Task Force Update: The purchase of a new camera for livestreaming was approved using memorial donations. A Social Media Policy
was also approved.



Worship and Music decided to wait until summer to discuss hiring a
Choir/Music Director.



Mission Outreach Sunday for January will be on the 9th and will support the
Stanley tornado victims.

MISSION OUTREACH SUNDAY:
Stanley Tornado Victims
January 9th

We have designated the 2nd Sunday of the month as Mission Outreach Sunday. Council will choose a
project to support each month and we will have a special offering. (This is above and beyond any
regular church offerings). There will be designated offering envelopes available next to the
bulletins, starting the week prior. You can also mail a check (specify the project or mission
outreach) or donate online through our website (Online Giving) and Mission Outreach.
Link for Online Giving:
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/fbd6c62391d25a67e39a890436ff56f5
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How Communities are Bringing Back
to One of Malawi’s Lakes
(this lake is near our Sister Church)

Willard has been fishing on the shores of Lake Malombe in the Republic of Malawi
for more than 40 years. He says that, over the years, environmental degradation
and overfishing of the lake have taken a heavy toll on the fish and fortunes of local fishers.

“The fish numbers started dwindling years ago,’’ Willard says. “All the banana plantations were destroyed; the
grasses and trees were cut down for building homes, and now the river banks and lake shores are bare. The
fish don’t have enough breeding sites.”
With its many lakes, this landlocked African country has a rich fishing tradition and nearly 1.6 million people in
lakeside communities depend on fishing for their lives and livelihoods.
But Lake Malombe has seen its fish species disappear and its ecosystem damaged.

Nkacha fishing nets, which are the most common, tend to destroy fish nests and cause turbidity and that
disturbs the fish and their breeding.

Small-scale fishers are also competing with larger fishers, who have bigger boats and are better resourced
with more elaborate fishing gears and nets. This activity is not only decimating fish numbers, it is also
damaging the lake’s fish breeding grounds, relates Mattson.
Climate change is also threatening the lake’s future productivity as temperature changes and fluctuating
rainfall impact the fish, their habitat and biodiversity.

Supported by the Global Environment Facility, their project, entitled Fisheries Resilience for Malawi (FIRM),
promotes an ecosystem approach to fisheries management, a holistic approach to managing fisheries and
living aquatic resources and promoting conservation and sustainable use of the whole ecosystem.

“Working with village leaders and local entities known as Beach Village Committees, the fishers have been
learning about conservation measures designed to regenerate the quality and quantity of fish in the lake and
to safeguard their environment.
Fishers and their families are also learning about climate trends and extreme events.

“We are in a vicious cycle,” says Mattson. “If there is increased climate variablity, people will be more
vulnerable than they should be unless resources are managed in a different way.”

With the project’s support, the community focused on “bringing back the fish” and drew up a plan of action
which included the adoption of new by-laws and the creation of two no-fishing zones that provide suitable
breeding and nursery habitats for fish.

Nevarson Msusa, District Fisheries Officer, says the FIRM project has already had a positive impact on local
fisheries management. “Community members have embraced conservation,” Msusa says. “Trees have been
planted; river banks are better managed; fishing gear and activities are more controlled, and the fish
populations and species are increasing.’’

Alfred Juma, a 40-year-old fisher who participated in the project, says the training empowered the fishers and
gave them skills to assess their resources and environmental problems and how to take appropriate action.

“We all took responsibility for fisheries management, and we have seen an improvement in our fish species
and fish catch,” Alfred says. “The increased fish sales have a great impact on our livelihoods.’’

Anasi Devi, a female fisher from Mwalija Village agrees. “For the first time in my life, I heard fishers celebrating
and community members chanting and singing! Celebrating a bumper catch at Mwalija was unbelievable.
Some women came running to the hillside to call us; we saw the catch with our own eyes! Our sanctuaries
have plenty of fish.”
Illegal fishing practices were also highlighted and communities have stepped up water patrols and efforts to
reduce the use of destructive fishing gears, such as mosquito nets, that are
used to sweep up juvenile fish and eggs. Vasco Schmidt, FAO Aquaculture
and Fisheries Officer in southern Africa, says it’s a long process to educate
and encourage fishers and community leaders but the results are
encouraging.
Awareness is growing and as fishers are mobilized they are urging other
lakeside communities to take action to safeguard the lake and give it a
sustainable future to better protect lives and livelihoods.

https://www.fao.org/fao-stories/article/en/c/1456042/
Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations
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Calendar for January 2022
English Lutheran Church of Bateman
(To get better quality copy go to ELCB website at
www.elcbateman.org and go to the calendar option).
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Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@elcbateman.org
Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
515-229-6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@elcbateman.org
Church Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
715-828-5596
Office Hours:
Tues/Thurs 9am-2pm
KAREN ROKSER, TREASURER
Email: bookkeeper@elcbateman.org

NANCY NERDRUM, ORGANIST
CHERI BURISH, FACILITIES

ELCB Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!

There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Lavane Hessler, Jack Rokser
Steve Thon, Dennis Knutson, Cedric Boettcher,
Doug Mueller, Roy Thompson, Pastor Rick

Buildings & Grounds: Cedric Boettcher, Chair
Care & maintenance of church and parsonage.

Personnel/Executive: Lavane Hessler, Chair
Oversee staff and evaluations.

Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Provides oversight and support for the sharing of a
pastor with St. James Trinity.

Worship & Music: Linda Stockinger, Chair
Oversees worship, music and special services.

Audit Committee: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Audit financials

Evangelism Ministry Team (EMT): Jack ROkser, Chair
Keep leadership and the congregation outreach
minded.

Altar Guild: Carol Peterson, Chair
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.

Finance/Stewardship: Steve Thon, Chair
Church budget and finances.

Endowment board: Ray Peterson, Chair
Maintains and distributes our financial resources
above and beyond regular offerings that allow
outreach in the community and around the world.
Faith Formation: Pastor Rick Biedermann, Chair
Oversees children, youth and adult education

Memorial & Special Gifts: Darin Fellom, Chair
Distributes memorial funds and gifts.

Pantry Pals: Sandy Winrich, Chair
Monthly food pantry for local residents in need.
Fellowship & Hospitality: Diane Long (Chair)
Worship Servers: Dawn Raschke (Chair)

Social Media Task Force: Roy Thompson, Chair

Scrip Program: Cathy Thompson, Chair
Program provides gift cards and gives the church a
percentage of sales.
.Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Tuesday at 10am.
Library: Carol Peterson, Chair

WELCA (Women’s Group): Karen Rokser & Carol
Peterson, (Co-Pres.), Sandy Winrich (VP), Bev Hardy
(Treas), Diane Long (Sec)
Men of English (Men’s Group): Denis Winrich, Chair
Page Turners (Book Club): Carol Turner, Chair

Pieceworkers (Quilting Group): Ann Arneson, Chair

Technology Team: Darin Fellom, Greg Harrell,
Laurel Boyer, and Pastor Rick Biedermann
Sound & Streaming: Von Wolff and John Stockinger
Projector/Media: Laurel Boyer/Linda Stockinger

