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What Makes a Person a Saint?
It will be All Saints Sunday Nov 7th. It is a time for us to remember those who have died in the
faith. We also reflect on who exactly is a saint and what makes them a saint. We may question
some of those who have died and their saintliness. We knew them too well. But the basic
“requirement” for being a saint is to be baptized. In our baptism we are made right with God
through Jesus’ death and resurrection. Martin Luther makes the point that we are both sinner
and saint at the same time.

That being said there are other marks or indications of those who are trying to live out their
identity as a saint. They have come to know the unconditional love God has for them as shown
in Jesus and have a desire to live out their faith. They want to live a life that is shaped and
marked with how Jesus lived, and yet knowing that they will never achieve it. So one trait of a
saint is humility. They do not see themselves as better than others. A saint knows that they are
still a sinner and not in a position to judge anyone.

Another mark of a saint is compassion. It can be a challenge sometimes to show compassion to
people who are “different” from us. Let me share a devotion I read recently by a Roman
Catholic Jesuit, Richard Rohr.

“We see this movement toward a shared compassion in all true saints. For example, St. Francis
was able to rightly distinguish between institutional evil and the individual who is victimized by
it. He still felt compassion for the individual soldiers fighting in the crusades, although he
objected to the war itself. He realized the folly and yet the sincerity of their patriotism, which
led them, however, to be un-patriotic to the much larger kingdom of God, where he placed his
first and final loyalty. What Jesus calls “the Reign of God,” we could call the Great Compassion.

Author Judy Cannato, believed this Great Compassion was Jesus’ primary objective. She writes:
‘The realm of God that Jesus preached and died for was one that was known for its kindness
and generosity, its compassion and healing. There was no one deemed outside the love of the
Holy One whom Jesus called “Father.” No one was excluded from fellowship, not the rich or
poor, male or female, slave or free. Jesus went beyond superficial divisions and called for a
culture of compassion.

Mission Statement:

We, the family of English Lutheran Church of Bateman,
are here to serve the Lord through worship,
fellowship, stewardship and discipleship.
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Compassion changes everything. Compassion heals. Compassion mends the broken and
restores what has been lost. Compassion draws together those who have been estranged or
never even dreamed they were connected. Compassion pulls us out of ourselves and into the
heart of another, placing us on holy ground where we instinctively take off our shoes and walk
in reverence. Compassion springs out of vulnerability and triumphs in unity.’ [1]
As we journey through this life, we give thanks for those who have died in the faith. God has
already made you a saint, and now we try to live into what that means through living lives of
humility and compassion.
Pastor Rick

[1] Judy Cannato, Field of Compassion: How the New Cosmology Is Transforming Spiritual Life (Sorin Books:
2010), 8.

Adapted from Richard Rohr, Eager to Love: The Alternative Way of Francis of Assisi (Franciscan Media: 2014), 28,

157–158.

Giving

Report

September actual = $,9677.06
Monthly budget = $11,352.00

Year to date actual = $96985.06

Budget through Sept = $102,170.00
Total Budget 2021 = $136,225.00

November 15th
Where the Lost Wander: A Novel
by Amy Harmon

Sunday, November 7th

This novel is set on the Oregon Trail in 1853. A
family and their unlikely protector find their
way through peril, uncertainty and loss. Naomi
May is widowed at the age of 20. Eager to
leave grief behind, she sets off with her family
for a life out west. On the trail she meets John
Lowry, a half-Pawnee man straddling two
worlds and a stranger in both. This story is one
of courage in the face of the unknown and the
We are looking for volunteers to help clean-up Highway X on
Sunday, November 7th after worship and fellowship. Bags and
vests will be provided. Please bring your own gloves. Chippewa
County would like all volunteers to watch a safety video.
Here is the link: https://youtu.be/ozuH9WG1axM
Please contact Dennis Knutson at 715-559-1026
if you are able to help!
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Fall is here! Our library collection has just added some new titles for your fall reading. Many of the
books are by authors which may be your favorites but there are some new authors, too. Enjoy
the latest additions to our fiction shelves.
A Dog’s Journey by W. Bruce Cameron
T he Wish by Nicholas Sparks
T he Sea Glass Cottage by Raeanne T hayne
Blossom Street Brides by Debbie Macomber
Out of the Ashes by Tracie Peterson
Hurricane Season by Lauren K. Denton
Pelican Point by Irene Hannon
Hometown Girl by Courtney Walsh
High as the Heavens by Kate Breslin
If Not for You by Debbie Macomber
Winning Hearts by Debbie Macomber

Almost Paradise by Debbie Macomber
Together Forever by Jody Hedlund
Looking Into You by Chris Fabry
T he Family Beach House by Holly Chamberlin
Love Story by Karen Kingsbury
Susannah’s Garden by Debbie Macomber
Finally You by Debbie Macomber
In Places Hidden by Tracie Peterson
A Dog’s Courage by W. Bruce Cameron
All Together in One Place by Jane Kirkpatrick
T he Christmas Boutique by Jennifer Chiaverini

Happy Reading in November!
Library Committee –Carol –Carol--Donna

Online Worship Services
We continue to provide our Sunday Worship Services on Facebook starting at
10:30 am. Holy Communion will be on the first, third and fifth weeks (please
have bread and juice or wine available). You can get all the links for
watching, the bulletins, children’s bulletins, and online giving on our website or
through Facebook.
Giving Link:
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/fbd6c62391d25a67e39a890436ff56f5
Facebook Link to watch live stream: https://www.facebook.com/ELCBateman
ELCB Website for Bulletins: http://www.elcbateman.org/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG_ZEoILTWJ_BmnIM7qOXjg
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Altar Guild Meeting

There will be an altar guild meeting on Sunday, November 14th after
worship in the sanctuary.
Some items to be discussed are:







The schedule for the month of December
The schedule for 2022

Church Flowers: Poinsettias and weekly
Church Budget for 2022

Other concerns and questions

Please plan to attend this important meeting and help plan for the December services and the new
year. We encourage anyone who is interested in being a member of the altar guild to come to this
meeting.
Thank you –Any questions you can call Carol Peterson-Altar Guild Chairperson (715-723-4970)

Are you guilty? You did see the new face in church on
Sunday, didn’t you? Perhaps an entire family of new
faces? Did you introduce yourself? Did you say good
morning and ask their name? Why not ?
We live in such a fast paced world, every minute filled with
things to do, places to be, people to see. Why not slow down
on Sunday mornings and take a few minutes to get to know
someone new. It may make a difference in your life and
theirs.
I’m shy, you say! I’m not comfortable speaking to
someone I don’t know! A lot of people have the same
problem. But why not take a chance? Risk it all! You can do it!
Just think of the feeling of satisfaction, that send of
accomplishment you’d have once you’ve made that first
step. It may be the start of a new friendship that you would
never have known.
Everyone was new to our congregation at some time in
their life. Think back, who was it that made you feel
welcome? Who shook your hand, made you feel important
and a part of the congregation? Most of us will remember
that special person.
Are you guilty? Most of us are. I know I am but its never
too late to make a change. Let’s start this week. See if we
can’t make it a point to meet at least one new person at
church. It may be the best thing that happened to you. You
could very well be that special someone who’s
remembered as the person who made them feel they
belonged.
Written by: an ELCB Member
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Mission Outreach Sunday: World Hunger
November 14th
We will have a special offering dedicated to World Hunger on Sunday, November 14th during worship.
There are special World Hunger offering envelopes available next to the bulletins.
You can also mail a check (specify world hunger) or donate online through our website
(Online Giving) and choose World Hunger from the fund options.
Link for Online Giving:
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/fbd6c62391d25a67e39a890436ff56f5

ELCA World Hunger
More than 820 million people - that's about 11 percent of people in our world today - are hungry.
As members of the ELCA, we are called to respond. We are a church that rolls up our sleeves and
gets to work.
Working with and through our congregations, in the United States, Puerto Rico and the U.S.
Virgin Islands Lutheran churches overseas and other partners, ELCA World Hunger is uniquely
positioned to reach communities in need. From health clinics to microloans, water wells to
animal husbandry, community meals to advocacy, your gifts to ELCA World Hunger make it
possible for the ELCA to respond, supporting sustainable solutions that get at the root causes of
hunger and poverty.
Hunger facts







821 million people around the world - that's more than 1 in 10 - can't access the food they
need to live active, healthy lives.
According to the most recent estimates, 736 million people live in extreme poverty on less
than $1.90 per day. That's 10% of the world's population.
At some point in 2017 (the most recent year
available), more than 40 million people in
the United States were unsure where their
next meal might come from.
39.7 million Americans were living in poverty
in 2017. For a family of four, this means their
annual household income was below
$25,094.

Source: https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-andDevelopment/ELCA-World-Hunger
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First Woman Ordained in Malawi

Bertha Godfrey Munkhondya became the first woman ordained
to the ministry of word and sacrament in the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in Malawi (ELCM) on Sept. 26.
In a congratulatory letter to the ELCM and the Lutheran
World Federation (LWF) communion of churches Munkhondya
on behalf of the communion, LWF General Secretary Martin
Junge expressed gratitude for Munkhondya’s willingness to
serve the church as an ordained minister and for the ELCM’s
commitment to gender justice.

“May Munkhondya’s ordination inspires girls and women to pursue theological education and respond to the call
to ministry. Gender justice in the church and society is our shared commitment and our witness to the world,”
Junge wrote.
“The LWF communion congratulates the church for the commitment and support to both women and men in
theological studies, and we pray that many more women will receive support and be called to the ordained
ministry,” LWF leadership continued.

Munkhondya, originally from Chisenga, Chitipa, Malawi, studied theology at the Tumaini University Makumira in
Arusha, Tanzania, and will serve as associate pastor of the ELCM Cathedral in Lilongwe.

Munkhondya will serve as associate pastor of the ELCM Cathedral in Lilongwe.

This article first appeared at lutheranworld.org
https://www.livinglutheran.org/2021/10/first-woman-ordained-in-the-evangelical-lutheran-church-in-malawi/

Spirit of Christmas:
We have two opportunities to participate in the Spirit of Christmas coectiо this year.
As usual, we have a box to coect dоated items in the Feowship Ha. Typicay, we have
coected games, toys, or clothing – especiay warm outdoor items #ke hats, mittens.
We wi also have a display set up о the Mi&iо Table with tags for individual children
who have made specific requests. This display wi be set up the first of November.
Simply take оe (or more) of the tags, purchase the item(s), and bring them back to the
designated coectiо box by Thanksgiving. They should be unwrapped,
and the tag should stay with the item(s).
Thank you in advance for your cоtributiоs – they wi surely help
to make some children have a me+ier Christmas!
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Meeting Highlights from OCTOBER


The council decided not to support a fund raiser for pavilion curtains at this
time.



The Social Media Enhancement Team is currently working on who and where
to get the information to post, who screens them, how often to post, who will
take photos of events, etc.



Approved adding a $50 Tech Fee to wedding and funeral fees.



Dennis Reno was accepted as a new member, transferring from Saint
Andrew Lutheran Church in Wausau.



No decisions have been made for Christmas music yet.

Lutheran World Reef Projects
THANK YOU
We Care  We Share
A Huge Thank You goes out to everyone who contributed
monies or items for the kits and helped in some way with these projects. A thank you goes to
those who helped assemble the kits/bags, sewed the school bags and for the ladies who sewed the
58 quilts. John Stockinger delivered the kits and quilts to the ingathering in Eau Claire on Saturday,
October 9th — thank you.
This year we were able to send 50 school bags and 41 personal care kits. In 2021, the quilters were
busy sewing the 58 quilts to send to LWR. The kits, bags and quilts were blessed on September 26th
during worship.
Thank you for another successful year.
—GOD’S WORK OUR HANDS
Carol Peterson Mission Stewardship
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Holidays in November
Nov. 1

All Saint’s Day

Nov. 4

National Men Make Dinner Day

Nov. 3
Nov. 5
Nov. 7
Nov. 9
Nov. 9

Nov. 13

Nov. 14

Nov. 14

Nov. 17
Nov. 19

Nov. 21

National Stress Awareness Day
National Redhead Day

Daylight Savings Time Ends
World Freedom Day
World Adoption Day
World Kindness Day

World Diabetes Day



Winter Jackets



Thermals/Long Underwear

National Hiking Day



Winter Gloves



Winter Hats



Winter Boots



Wool Socks

National Pickle Day

International Men’s Day
World Hello Day

Nov. 21

National Stuffing Day

Nov. 25

Thanksgiving Day

Nov. 23
Nov. 26
Nov. 26

Nov. 27

Nov. 28
Nov. 29

Nov. 30

CV Street Ministry Needs List:

National Adoption Day
Black Friday

Men’s & Women’s
All Sizes needed for each.

National Cake Day

Small Business Saturday
First Sunday of Advent
Cyber Monday

National Mason Jar Day

There is a box for donations
in the Fellowship Hall.
We are looking for volunteers to be on a rotating
schedule for Readers, Greeters and Ushers. It should
work out to be about one Sunday, every other month.
This will eliminate the issue of having to search for
volunteers each week. Please email Dawn Raschke at
draschkecfw@aol.com if you can help!
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Calendar for
November 2021
English Lutheran Church of Bateman
(To get better quality copy go to ELCB website at
www.elcbateman.org and go to the calendar option).

E N G L IS H L U THE R A N C H UR CH

20588 County Highway X
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
www.elcbateman.org
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facebook.com/elcbateman

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@elcbateman.org
Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
515-229-6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@elcbateman.org
Church Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
715-828-5596
Office Hours:
Tues/Thurs 9am-2pm
KAREN ROKSER, TREASURER
Email: bookkeeper@elcbateman.org

NANCY NERDRUM, ORGANIST
CHERI BURISH, FACILITIES

ELCB Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!

There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Lavane Hessler, Jack Rokser
Steve Thon, Dennis Knutson, Cedric Boettcher,
Doug Mueller, Roy Thompson, Pastor Rick

Buildings & Grounds: Cedric Boettcher, Chair
Care & maintenance of church and parsonage.
Worship & Music: Linda Stockinger, Chair
Oversees worship, music and special services.
Finance/Stewardship: Steve Thon, Chair
Church budget and finances.

Evangelism Ministry Team (EMT): Jack ROkser, Chair
Keep leadership and the congregation outreach
minded.
Endowment board: Ray Peterson, Chair
Maintains and distributes our financial resources
above and beyond regular offerings that allow
outreach in the community and around the world.
Faith Formation: Pastor Rick Biedermann, Chair
Oversees children, youth and adult education

Personnel/Executive: Lavane Hessler, Chair
Oversee staff and evaluations.

Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Provides oversight and support for the sharing of a
pastor with St. James Trinity.

Audit Committee: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Audit financials

Memorial & Special Gifts: Darin Fellom, Chair
Distributes memorial funds and gifts.

Altar Guild: Carol Peterson, Chair
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.

Pantry Pals: Sandy Winrich, Chair
Monthly food pantry for local residents in need.
Fellowship & Hospitality: Diane Long (Chair)
Worship Servers: Dawn Raschke (Chair)

Social Media Task Force: Roy Thompson, Chair

Scrip Program: Cathy Thompson, Chair
Program provides gift cards and gives the church a
percentage of sales.
.Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Tuesday at 10am.
Library: Carol Peterson, Chair

WELCA (Women’s Group): Karen Rokser & Carol
Peterson, (Co-Pres.), Sandy Winrich (VP), Bev Hardy
(Treas), Diane Long (Sec)
Men of English (Men’s Group): Denis Winrich, Chair
Page Turners (Book Club): Carol Turner, Chair

Pieceworkers (Quilting Group): Ann Arneson, Chair

Technology Team: Darin Fellom, Greg Harrell,
Laurel Boyer, and Pastor Rick Biedermann
Sound & Streaming: Von Wolff and John Stockinger
Projector/Media: Laurel Boyer/Linda Stockinger

