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Darkne cannot drive out darkne; only light can do that.
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.

-Martin Luther King, Jr.
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The Dark Night of the Soul

Some Christians throughout history have identified times in their lives when they have a serious
struggle with their faith. It is often prompted by a tragedy or a crisis in their life when things look
very hopeless and they wonder where God is in their turmoil or in the world. In going through this
dark night of the soul, a person has the potential to go through a spiritual transformation where they
are no longer the same. Where they are learning to still trust God even when it doesn’t make sense.
I’d like to share what Pastor Cameron Trimble says about this in light of what we all have been going
through these past years.

The term “dark night of the soul” comes from the Spanish mystic St. John of the Cross (1541-1597). He
writes about the experience as one of profound spiritual transformation marked by a time of
purification and clarification of one’s senses and then learning to live with radical faith and trust.
When you experience a dark night of the soul, you are never the same.

Cameron says, “I do have the sense that we are all living through a collective ‘dark night’ experience.
By this, I mean that we are living in unsettling days that offer no obvious way ‘out.’ We face challenges
that do not have easy solutions, leaving us to push past the edge of what is reliable and familiar. These
days demand a new imagination from us, one that questions how life works (and doesn’t work). Dark
nights call for a spiritual response, not a therapeutic or purely political one.

The basic question is not ‘why has this happened’ but once tragedy occurs, ‘who are we now because
of it’?”
I agree with Cameron’s response to these questions. “First, I believe that God does not cause bad
things to happen. God is not a punitive parent who makes us suffer to teach us lessons. We live in a
world of free will, and a condition for that freedom includes suffering.

Secondly, I understand that God is with us through it all. When we grieve, God grieves all while
hoping (and working) for our healing and wholeness. In our ‘dark nights’, I trust God to be bringing
resurrection from the crucifying experiences of life. Most often, that transformation comes through
the deep, caring love we show one another.”
We are facing many challenges in our world today that feels like a collective dark night of the soul,
from political divisiveness which has contributed to how we respond to Covid-19 to global climate

Mission Statement:

We, the family of English Lutheran Church of Bateman,
are here to serve the Lord through worship,
fellowship, stewardship and discipleship.

Page 3

VOLUME XV ISSUE X

change to racism to lower church attendance and the list goes on. We may feel like despairing. But I
pray that this will lead to a transformation, our own transformation, the transformation of the
church and a transformation of a world shaped more by compassion and love. And this will start
with each one of us caring for each other.
During times like what we are facing, I am reminded how much we need each other. As Cameron
says, “Life is not a ‘do it yourself’ project. I am glad that God has created us not for isolation, but for
community. When we care about one another and reach out to one another, then we can make it
through. We are all in this together.”
In Christ,

Pastor Rick

Giving

Report

August actual = $12,810

Monthly budget = $11,352

Year to date actual = $87,308

Budget through August = $90,817

October 18th

Total Budget 2021 = $136,225

Carnegie's Maid by Marie Benedict

This historical novel is reminescent of
“Downton Abby”, but set in the U.S.A. Clara
Kelley immigrated from Ireland in the 1860's
and becomes the maid to Andrew Carnegie's
mother. This is historical fiction intertwining
history and fiction to tell the story of Andrew
Carnegie and the history of steel making in
Pittsburgh.

PLEASE NOTE THAT A PiCTURE WiLL BE TAKEN DURiNG WORSHiP TO
KEEP TRACK OF ATTENDANCE. IT iS FOR iNTERNAL USE ONLY.
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Covid – a word no one likes to hear or think about but we continue to do so. Our
Malawian brothers and sisters share our concern and struggle with us on how to live in
these trying times. The good news is that with the approaching Malawian summer
season, cases are slowing. However, the most recent news is:










As of September 19, there are now 61,363 confirmed cases and 2,261 deaths
Only about 2% are fully vaccinated due to vaccination hesitancy
Hesitancy is caused by misperceptions of the jabs' efficacy and safety
Anyone over the age of 18 may receive the vaccine (Johnson & Johnson or
AstraZeneca)
Health authorities are deploying mobile vaccination clinics to bring the vaccines
closer to the rural villages
Health officials are working with traditional leaders to mobilize and tell their
communities about the need to be vaccinated when the mobile clinics visit their
villages
In May, Malawi incinerated about 20,000 AstraZeneca doses that had expired
after many people refused the jab due to concerns about its safety and
efficacy.
A target of 60% of the population be vaccinated by 2022.

Lord, as we pray for Malawi, we pray for victory in the widespread battle against Covid
and for successful education and vaccination programs. We pray that churches,
hospitals, and mobile clinics might be better equipped and envisioned to face Covid with
effective ministries. We pray for our brothers and sisters find comfort in your
presence. Amen.
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Meeting Highlights from September


Storage building has been delivered and the pavilion sound wiring has been
completed.



Pastor Rick is going to contact Hope Village to have them come do a temple
talk during worship.



Roy Thompson is heading up a social media task force which meets on
September 21st.



Decided to move worship indoors with temperatures getting in the low 40’s.



Pastor Rick will be at a Fall Ministry Retreat from Sunday, Sept. 26th to
Tuesday, Sept. 28th.

Online Worship Services
We continue to provide our Sunday Worship Services on Facebook starting at 10:30 am. Holy
Communion will be on the first, third and fifth weeks (please have bread and juice or wine
available). You can get all the links for watching, the bulletins, children’s bulletins, and online giving
on our website or through Facebook.
Giving Link: https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/fbd6c62391d25a67e39a890436ff56f5
Facebook Link to watch live stream: https://www.facebook.com/ELCBateman
ELCB Website for Bulletins: http://www.elcbateman.org/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG_ZEoILTWJ_BmnIM7qOXjg

Reformation Sunday
October 31st
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ELCA Women’s Conference
August Retreat Summary

On Wednesday, August 18th five women from ELCB attended one day
of the 2-day retreat at Luther Park Bible Camp in Chetek. The five
women pictured are Carol Peterson, Karen Rokser, Carol Turner,
Diane Long and Marty Iverson. (The picture was missed last month).

Scrip News
We would like to give a BIG Thank you to those
faithful families that have supported the
Scrip Program. We were able to meet our goal for
the 3rd quarter and write another check for
$800.00 to the ELCB General Operating Fund. This
makes our donation $2,400.00 year to date!! It's
really as easy as using a gift card. You just have to
remember to bring cash or your checkbook to
church to make the purchase. Please consider
using Scrip to help us make our next deadline of
Dec. 26th to give another $800.00.
Thank you for considering using Scrip cards.

The Scrip Team: Cathy T, Donna H, Carol D, Julie M.
and Angela S-B

On All Saints Sunday, November 7th, it has been our tradition at
ELCB to read the names of those dear to us that have
passed away in the last 3 years.
Please watch for instructions to submit names online
or there will be forms available soon in the Sanctuary
next to the bulletins during worship.
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Calendar for
October 2021
English Lutheran Church of Bateman
(To get better quality copy go to ELCB website at
www.elcbateman.org and go to the calendar option).
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Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@elcbateman.org
Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
515-229-6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@elcbateman.org
Church Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
715-828-5596
Office Hours:
Tues/Thurs 9am-2pm
OPEN, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
KAREN ROKSER, TREASURER
Email: bookkeeper@elcbateman.org

NANCY NERDRUM, ORGANIST
CHERI BURISH, FACILITIES

ELCB Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!

There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Lavane Hessler, Jack Rokser
Steve Thon, Dennis Knutson, Cedric Boettcher,
Doug Mueller, Roy Thompson, Pastor Rick

Buildings & Grounds: Cedric Boettcher, Chair
Care & maintenance of church and parsonage.
Worship & Music: Linda Stockinger, Chair
Oversees worship, music and special services.
Finance/Stewardship: Steve Thon, Chair
Church budget and finances.

Evangelism Ministry Team (EMT): Jack ROkser, Chair
Keep leadership and the congregation outreach
minded.
Endowment board: Ray Peterson, Chair
Maintains and distributes our financial resources
above and beyond regular offerings that allow
outreach in the community and around the world.

Faith Formation: Pastor Rick Biedermann, Chair
Oversees children, youth and adult education

Social Media Task Force: Roy Thompson, Chair

Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Provides oversight and support for the sharing of a
pastor with St. James Trinity.

.Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Tuesday at 10am.

Personnel/Executive: Lavane Hessler, Chair
Oversee staff and evaluations.

Audit Committee: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Audit financials

Memorial & Special Gifts: Darin Fellom, Chair
Distributes memorial funds and gifts.

Altar Guild: Carol Peterson, Chair
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.

Pantry Pals: Sandy Winrich, Chair
Monthly food pantry for local residents in need.

Scrip Program: Cathy Thompson, Chair
Program provides gift cards and gives the church a
percentage of sales.

Library: Carol Peterson, Chair

WELCA (Women’s Group): Sandy Winrich, vice President
Men of English (Men’s Group): Denis Winrich, Chair
Page Turners (Book Club): Carol Turner, Chair

Pieceworkers (Quilting Group): Ann Arneson, Chair

Technology Team: Darin Fellom, Greg Harrell,
Laurel Boyer, and Pastor Rick Biedermann
Sound & Streaming: Von Wolff and John Stockinger
Projector/Media: Laurel Boyer/Linda Stockinger

