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Jennifer Christie 9/16

Donna Harings 9/27

Let everying at has brea praise
e Lord! P raise e Lord!

– Psalm 150:6

-–Matthew 1:21
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We will have outdoor worship on Sundays as long as
weather permits (masks optional). If the weather does
not permit, we will be indoors (masks required).
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Stand Firm in the Lord
I wonder how many people spend much time thinking about what they are going to wear. I suppose
some people give it a lot of thought and want to make sure they have the right colors that match.
Maybe they have a certain color that they look better in. Others (like myself) don’t spend much time
thinking about it. (Probably not too surprised.) I hope to at least have matching colors of socks.With
school beginning soon, some kids go shopping for new clothes. Others may not have that luxury. We
wear clothes primarily for either fashion or function. I recently preached a sermon from Ephesians
6:13-17 about the clothing that God gives us to wear.

“Therefore take up the whole armor of God, so that you may be able to withstand on that evil day,
and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand therefore, and fasten the belt of truth around
your waist, and put on the breastplate of righteousness. As shoes for your feet put on whatever
will make you ready to proclaim the gospel of peace. With all of these, take the shield of faith,
with which you will be able to quench all the flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.”

I’ve been thinking more about how God gives us this armor to wear each day. This is more about
function than fashion. We need to wear this armor because there are “many flaming arrows from the
evil one.” There is much happening in our world and lives can lead us to lose hope and despair. My
sister is fighting the battle of cancer as she has had a recurrence of cancer she had five years ago. We
know of loved ones, friends or even ourselves who are facing major health crises. We are now facing
the Delta variant of the coronavirus. We had hoped to be past this by now. I am thankful for
vaccinations and now booster shots to help. But it can all be so discouraging. People debate, and even
get into fights whether or not to be vaccinated or require masks. That is why we put on the shoes of
the gospel of peace. We are to be peacemakers.

And then we hear about what’s happening in Afghanistan and Haiti and the floods down south, the
hurricane in the northeast and the fires of California. Enough already! Now I want to be clear that
God is not causing these bad things. God does not send natural disasters or cause people to get cancer
or any other illness. God did not give my sister cancer. Paul in Ephesians makes it clear that there are
forces of evil that are contrary to God’s good will. “For our struggle is not against enemies of blood
and flesh, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers of this present

Mission Statement:

We, the family of English Lutheran Church of Bateman,
are here to serve the Lord through worship,
fellowship, stewardship and discipleship.
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darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places.”

These spiritual forces of evil seek to wreak havoc and cause us to lose hope. But God doesn’t want us
to lose hope or to despair. God wants to protect us as we daily face these opposing forces of God. This
doesn’t mean that we won’t grieve, or even be angry. We will still grieve our losses but with our
protective armor, we know that God’s will cannot be ultimately defeated. When God raised Jesus
from the dead, we now know that death does not have the final say. God is more powerful.
Paul concludes with the words, “Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication.”
We need to keep praying. Praying for ourselves, for others, for our world.

So when you get up in the morning and put on your clothes, don’t forget to put on the whole armor of
God so that you can stand firm and “be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his power.”
-Pastor Rick

Worship and Music Team seeks new faces
The Worship and Music Team is seeking:


Member at large – a new addition to the team



a “hymn picker”



a coordinator for ushers, greeters and readers for worship
(This person does not need to be a member of the Worship and Music Team but
simply serve in this function.)

Our Sunday morning serving volunteers make our congregation welcoming and help things run
smoothly. We do not have anyone signed up for the following weeks for Readers, Greeters,
Ushers or for fellowship. Anyone can participate! There is a sign up sheet next to the bulletins
or you can contact Laurel at 715-723-4231 or email admin@elcbateman.org. For fellowship,
please contact Diane Long at 715-556-2165 or email fellowship.elcbateman@gmail.com.
Greeters – Many times these are the first faces people see inside the door. They wear a
red “Greeter” tag and bear a smile and a welcoming word.
Ushers – Inside the sanctuary doors they wear a red “Usher” tag, make sure the candles
get lit and extinguished, and offer bulletins and general help to worshipers
Readers – Receiving the bulletin and texts ahead of time they read the lessons and lead
several of the prayers. Currently they are not involved in distributing Holy Communion.
The team meets monthly, currently the fourth Thursday of the month at 6:30 or 7:00 pm.
New ideas and insights would be very much welcome! Contact Linda if you would like to serve
on the team. Let’s do worship together!
Linda Stockinger, Chair
ldstocking@aol.com
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
SCHOOL KITS
In September we will be assembling the school kits for Lutheran World Relief (LWR). We are still in need
of some items to fill the 50 school bags that were made. The following items are still needed:

Crayons 3
Rulers 31
Erasers 13





Notebooks 93
Blunt Scissors 14
Pencil Sharpeners 24

Thank you to everyone who has supplied items or given a monetary donation to support the project.
-WELCA Stewardship, Carol Peterson

The Yellowstone Art Trail will be at church on September 10th and
11th from 9am to 5pm in the fellowship hall.
We are featuring 4 local artists.
The EMT team has volunteered to sell food for the event. The team
is looking for members to work a 3-hour shift on one of those
days. All money raised by the event will be used to promote the
church in the community. Anyone that has an extra 3-hours
please contact Jack Rokser at 715-577-2292.

UPDATE ON PERSONAL CARE KITS
First a BIG THANK YOU to everyone who has provided items for the kits or have given
a monetary donation. We have only a few more weeks before we will be assembling
the kits for Lutheran World Relief delivery.
There are still a few things that are needed to complete the kits:
Bath Towels 6

Soap 32 (each kit has 2 bars in it)

Nail Clippers 16
Thank you for helping with this project. Any questions contact Carol at 715-723-4970.
-WELCA STEWARDSHIP, Carol Peterson
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Meeting Highlights from August


Tom Drehmel and Chris Maslonkowski gave a presentation on Hope Village.
They would like ELCB to make a financial contribution to help them with their
director’s salary. They are trying to raise $96,000 over 3 years. Council will
discuss further.



In accordance with CDC and Chippewa County guidelines, council decided to
make masks and social distancing mandatory for indoor worship. Masks are
still optional for outdoor worship.



Linda Stockinger will explore what the needs are for a children and youth
education program and how we can meet those needs.

September 20th
The Lost Girls of Devon by Barbara
O'Neal

The setting is England's Devon coast.
This is a novel of secrets, second
chances, forgiveness and
understanding. It brings together four
women who are all touched by the
challenges and outcomes of past life
decisions. Zoe Fairchild returns to the
small Devon village of her birth when
she learns that her old friend and
grandmother's caretaker has gone
missing. Zoe and her fifteen year old
daughter return to England to help.
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The church is in need of a
riding lawn mower and is
wondering if anyone
would be willing to donate
one that is new or like
new. Please contact
Cedric Boettcher
at 715-703-0374 or email
cedric@centurytel.net if
you are able to help.
Thank you!

Online Worship Services

We continue to provide our Sunday Worship Services on Facebook starting at 10:30 am. Holy
Communion will be on the first, third and fifth weeks (please have bread and juice or wine
available). You can get all the links for watching, the bulletins, children’s bulletins, and online giving
on our website or through Facebook.
Giving Link: https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/fbd6c62391d25a67e39a890436ff56f5
Facebook Link to watch live stream: https://www.facebook.com/ELCBateman
ELCB Website for Bulletins: http://www.elcbateman.org/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG_ZEoILTWJ_BmnIM7qOXjg
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ELCA Women’s Conference
August Retreat Summary

On Wednesday, August 18th five women from ELCB attended one day of
the 2-day retreat at Luther Park Bible Camp in Chetek. The five women
pictured are Carol Peterson, Karen Rokser, Carol Turner, Diane Long and
Marty Iverson.
We had an enjoyable afternoon and evening which included:


Music by “The Kitchen Band” from Little Elk Creek Lutheran Church



A speaker – Cathy Jenson from Elk Mound. Her theme was “Align” –
Align with God, Abide in Him and Be a light for God.



A choice of recreational activities for the afternoon included a pontoon
ride, a wagon ride, a craft project as well as other choices.



Holden Evening Prayer Service with Holy Communion.

Part of the day was spent in the new air-conditioned Ministry Center which
was wonderful on the warm humid day! It was a great day of fun and
fellowship.
I would encourage other ladies of ELCB to go to retreat next year for one
day or overnight for two days. A change of dates from August to a date in
early June is being discussed for 2022.
WELCA - Carol Peterson,
Chippewa Valley Conference Board Member

We are excited to
participate in the shoe
collection with
Chippewa Falls Mission
Coalition again this
year! There are boxes in
the fellowship hall for
you to drop off your
gently used
shoes. Please make
sure all shoes are put
together in pairs! We will
be collecting until
Friday, September 24th.
A few years back we
collected more than
2 1/2 tons of shoes,
let's see if we can
top that this year!

MASK UPDATE
Following the CDC, Chippewa County and Wisconsin
Council of Churches guidelines, we are asking that all
people, vaccinated or not, wear masks indoors.
indoors If you do
not have one, we can provide one. We realize that children
under 12 cannot be vaccinated as well as others and we
want to make sure they are safe. We strive to be a part of
the community around us and serve that community in word
and deed. The things we do inside our walls affect other
people outside those walls. By following the established
Public Health guidelines, we are sending a message to
those around us that we care about their health and safety,
whether they attend our church or not.
We also will be returning to social distancing during
worship and will have every other pew taped.
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Calendar for
September 2021
English Lutheran Church of Bateman
(To get better quality copy go to ELCB website at
www.elcbateman.org and go to the calendar option).

If Malawi were your home instead of The United States you would…













Die 19.57 years sooner
Be 18 times more likely to have AIDS/HIV
Be 7.8 times more likely to die in infancy
Make 98.3% less in money
spend 99.72% less money on health care
use 99.14 less electricity
consume 98.82% less oil
be 89.68% less likely to be in prison
be 52.63% less likely to be murdered
experience 13.33% less of a class divide
have 3.1 times more babies

For more information on Malawi: http://nwswi.org/malawi
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Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@elcbateman.org
Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
515-229-6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@elcbateman.org
Church Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
715-828-5596
Office Hours:
Tues/Thurs 9am-2pm
OPEN, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRIES
KAREN ROKSER, TREASURER
Email: bookkeeper@elcbateman.org

NANCY NERDRUM, ORGANIST
CHERI BURISH, FACILITIES

ELCB Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!

There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Lavane Hessler, Jack Rokser
Steve Thon, Dennis Knutson, Cedric Boettcher,
Doug Mueller, Roy Thompson, Pastor Rick

Buildings & Grounds: Cedric Boettcher, Chair
Care & maintenance of church and parsonage.
Worship & Music: Linda Stockinger, Chair
Oversees worship, music and special services.
Finance/Stewardship: Steve Thon, Chair
Church budget and finances.

Evangelism Ministry Team (EMT): Jack ROkser, Chair
Keep leadership and the congregation outreach
minded.
Endowment board: Ray Peterson, Chair
Maintains and distributes our financial resources
above and beyond regular offerings that allow
outreach in the community and around the world.

Faith Formation: Pastor Rick Biedermann, Chair
Oversees children, youth and adult education
Personnel/Executive: Lavane Hessler, Chair
Oversee staff and evaluations.

Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Provides oversight and support for the sharing of a
pastor with St. James Trinity.

Audit Committee: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Audit financials

Memorial & Special Gifts: Darin Fellom, Chair
Distributes memorial funds and gifts.

Altar Guild: Carol Peterson, Chair
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.

Pantry Pals: Sandy Winrich, Chair
Monthly food pantry for local residents in need.

Scrip Program: Cathy Thompson, Chair
Program provides gift cards and gives the church a
percentage of sales.
.Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Tuesday at 10am.
Library: Carol Peterson, Chair

WELCA (Women’s Group): Sandy Winrich, vice President
Men of English (Men’s Group): Denis Winrich, Chair
Page Turners (Book Club): Carol Turner, Chair

Pieceworkers (Quilting Group): Ann Arneson, Chair

Technology Team: Darin Fellom, Greg Harrell,
Laurel Boyer, and Pastor Rick Biedermann
Sound & Streaming: Von Wolff and John Stockinger
Projector/Media: Laurel Boyer/Linda Stockinger

