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Random Acts of Kindness
I was visiting a homebound member recently and she wanted to share a story she had just read. It was
a “good news” story about a Dairy Queen in Bemidji from last February where over 900 cars paid for
each other’s meals. I will share part of an article by Alisha Ebrahimji, CNN.
(https://www.cnn.com/2020/12/09/us/payitforwarddairyqueentrnd/index.html )

“Tina Jensen, the store manager at one of the two Dairy Queens in town, told CNN a man came by the
drive-thru window on Thursday and asked if he could pay for his meal and for the car behind him.
Jensen told her cashier this tends to happen once in a while but at most it lasts for 15 or 20 cars and
fizzles out.
This time, the chain continued for two and a half days with over 900 cars participating, raking in
$10,000 in sales, according to Jensen.

When the next customer came to the fast food chain's window, Jensen explained what the man in
front of them had done and the acts of kindness continued to multiply.

"There's all different types of ways to help people," Jensen said. "I think this touched a lot of people
that we didn't even know it touched, deeper than we know. And you don't know what's going on in a
person's life."
Heidi Bruse experienced that act of kindness on Friday evening during a dinner run, she told CNN.

"During times like these it kinda restores your faith in humanity a little," Bruse said. "The way the
world is now you see a lot of anger, tension, and selfish behavior. What we witnessed was pure
kindness and it was a breath of fresh air really."

But that wasn't even the best part. For Bruse, it was going home to tell her family that they played a
role in the chain and kept it going.
"Not that we got free ice cream," she said. "The gesture was way more valuable."

Seeing how positive her staff became with every passing car paying it forward, married to the
reactions of her customers when the cashier told them their meal had been taken care of, was
touching, Jensen said.

Mission Statement:

We, the family of English Lutheran Church of Bateman,
are here to serve the Lord through worship,
fellowship, stewardship and discipleship.
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"No matter what's going on, take care of each other, be positive, be happy and don't focus on the
negative, we'll get through it," she said.”

This story caused me to reflect on what causes people to be kind and generous? In this case it was the
kindness of someone that was unknown, whoever was in the car in front of you. I have no idea how
many of the people who did this were Christian and it really doesn’t matter. But this kind of attitude
and behavior really is how we are called to live as Christians every day. It is the golden rule where
Jesus says in Matthew 7:12, “In everything do to others as you would have them do to you; for this is
the law and the prophets.” (NRSV)
We are more likely to be generous when we have experienced generosity. For us as Christians,
through the eyes of faith, we can see how generous God is to us every day. Take a moment and think
about all God has given you. God’s ultimate gift was to give us his Son, Jesus to die and rise for us.
There is no greater gift than this.

As God daily pours out God’s generosity and love and kindness on us we then want to “pay that
forward”- and share with others some of what God has given us like the cars at the Dairy Queen. That
is one reason why we have an offering. Not only to just pay the bills but to provide an opportunity to
be generous and share some of what God has given us. It is how we can show our thankfulness to God.
Each of us can reflect on whether our offering would be considered generous.
There has been research done that shows the benefits we receive when we show acts of kindness to
others. Things like: a helper’s high, lower blood pressure and improved heart health, pain reduction,
and happiness. (https://www.cnn.com/2021/02/17/health/random-acts-of-kindness-day-2021-wellness/index.html )
And for we who are Christian it is doing something that is pleasing to God. If you would like some
ideas for showing “acts of random kindness” here is a website that has a very good list that covers
many areas: https://www.randomactsofkindness.org/kindness-ideas.

One of the suggestions is being kind to your server. It is called the “waiter rule”. This says that the
way someone treats the wait staff at a restaurant shows how they often feel about, and treat, those
who are perceived to be of a lower status. Those who are kind, considerate and appreciative of their
wait staff are often happier and more successful in their lives. Make a little effort to make eye contact
with the person serving you. Smile. Ask how they are doing.
As we start to come out of this pandemic we hopefully have had an “attitude adjustment” of what is
important and all that God has given us. Let’s look for ways to share the love God has shown us.
-Pastor Rick

Join us for Worship
in the Pavilion!
July 11th
August 8th
8:30 am
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Fairtrade Cupboard
Our cupboard is bare! During the pandemic, we offered our remaining Fairtrade
inventory at a discount and it is now gone. We are discontinuing this service at
ELCB at this time. We would like to thank Bev Hardy for her many years of faithful
service – ordering supplies, pricing and stocking the shelves, and keeping track of
the finances. We would also like to thank the many ELCB members who supported
this vital service by purchasing Fairtrade items. Fairtrade is trading between
companies in developed countries and producers in developing countries. Fair prices are paid to the
producers, and companies are able to provide workers with a stable income that can improve their
lives. You can still support these Fairtrade members while doing your daily shopping – while coffee is the
most well-known Fairtrade product, there are over 4,500 products produced and sold worldwide. Look
for them at your local grocery store.

Have you used Scrip through Amazon Smile? Thank you very much!

The Scrip program received an email from Amazon Smile notifying us the second quarter donation was $53.03.
The first quarter donation was $38.99. So far this year, Amazon Smile has donated $92.02. Since ELCB signed up
as a charity under Amazon Smile, we have received $306.18.

How does it work? Rather than log into Amazon.com, go to smile.Amazon.com instead and select English Lutheran
Church of Bateman as your charity and ½% is donated for each purchase. You can use it for business, personal
and when sending gifts.
If online shopping isn’t your thing, there are some great local businesses to support through the Scrip Program:















Sandbar and Grill
Z’s Bar & Grill
Ace Hardware
Jacobson’s Market (Chippewa Falls and now on Clairemont Ave in Eau Claire)
Papa Murphy’s - don’t forget $10 Tuesdays!)
Culver’s – Ice cream really hits the spot on these hot days
Family Fare
Festival Foods
Holiday gas station
Cenex
Kwik Trip – Did you know when you make purchases inside the store, ELCB receives an additional donation?
Menards – landscaping and any DIY projects
Micon Cinemas to escape the heat and sit back and watch a movie in their newly remodeled reclining seats.

The Scrip program is getting ready to make another donation of $800 by the end of June. That brings the YTD
total to $1,600!! All for choosing to shop with Scrip on your everyday purchases.
Please contact anyone on the Scrip Team or email elcbscrip@gmail.com to place your order. Thank you!

-Cathy Thompson, Carol Dittmar, Donna Harings, Julie Mitchell and Angela Sieg-Bruhn
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Meeting Highlights from June


Starting on July 4th, masks will be optional indoors and outdoors. If anyone
is unvaccinated, we would certainly hope they would still wear a mask. And
those who are vaccinated may still choose to wear a mask if they wish. We
are all in this together and we want everyone to be safe.



We will continue to practice social distancing indoors but will not require it
outdoors starting July 4th.



We still have $1500 to raise for the storage building. The cost did go up due
to lumber prices. We received $1000 from Pantry Pals, $500 from
Endowment and $1000 in member contributions so far.



Our worship time changes to 8:30 am on July 4th.



The Lease for the parsonage was extended for another year.

SUMMER READING
Recently new titles have been added to the library collection.
Five of the books are in a series called Rose Harbor Inn. These are by the author Debbie Macomber. If you have enjoyed her
holiday books you may want to check out her other books.
1. The Inn at Rose Harbor
4. Silver Linings
2. Rose Harbor in Bloom
5. Sweet Tomorrows
3. Love Letters
Three other titles are also by Debbie Macomber (the last two are her newest titles and very good reads especially for summer
“light” reading).
1.
2.

Twenty Wishes
A Walk Along the Beach

3.

Cottage by the Sea

1.

The Runaway Quilt

2.

The Aloha Quilt

1.
2.

The Christmas Table by Donna Van Liere
A Dog’s Perfect Christmas by W. Bruce Cameron

3.

The Mistletoe Promise by Richard Paul Evans

Two other titles by Jennifer Chiaverini:
We have also added 3 holiday titles:

The only non fiction book this time is When Wanderers Cease to Roam by Vivian Swift. Enjoy a new book on these hot summer
days!
Library Committee : Carol, Carol and Donna
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ELCA Women’s
Conference
ATTN: Ladies of ELCB
There will be a retreat at Luther Park
Bible Camp in Chetek on Aug. 18-19 for
ELCA Women’s Chippewa Valley
Conference. You may attend both days
with an overnight stay or for only one.
Information/registration sheets are
located on the WELCA bulletin board in
the Fellowship Hall.

Butterfly Garden

Thank you to Dawn Raschke,
Julie Mitche, and Jessi Schmidt
for helping clean up our buerfly
garden this spring. In spite of the
dry weather the plants are ready
for the poinators and already
being enjoyed. One of the unfinished projects in
the garden is edging with pavers along the
grass. Please let me know if you can put in a
few hours doing this and we can set a time to
meet.
-Linda Stockinger
715-720-9118

Early Bird registration ends July 31.
If anyone is interested in going on
Wednesday for one day – carpooling
may be an option.

WELCA - Chippewa Valley
Conference Board
Member,
Carol Peterson

Online Worship Services
We continue to provide our Sunday Worship Services on Facebook starting at 10:30 am. Holy
Communion will be on the first, third and fifth weeks (please have bread and juice or wine
available). A call-in option is also available for those who are not able to watch online starting at
8:30 am. You can get all the links for watching and calling, the bulletins, children’s bulletins, and
online giving on our website or through Facebook. They will be emailed on sometime before
Sunday as well.
Call In info:

Conference Call @ 8:30
Dial-in using your LAND LINE ONLY: 800-719-6100
Dial –in using your CELL PHONES ONLY: 717-275-8940, 641-426-1600, 605-475-2879
Access code: 549 6519
Giving Link: https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/fbd6c62391d25a67e39a890436ff56f5
Facebook Link to watch live stream: https://www.facebook.com/ELCBateman
ELCB Website for Bulletins: http://www.elcbateman.org/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG_ZEoILTWJ_BmnIM7qOXjg
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Chippewa Valley Street Ministry Journal
June 21, 2021
Our community has certainly seen changes over the last year: the homeless population has
grown, the shelter has relocated twice and returned to its permanent location; the daytime
drop-in center has transitioned to appointments only and the availability of resources has
decreased. Because of your support, the street ministry has supported the people
affected by these changes. Thank you so very much!
Our community had a loss last week. A homeless woman we've known for several years
passed away and likely, you have not heard about it. She was an older adult and had
significant mental illness which would get in the way of relationships -- both friendly and
professional relationships. The woman tended to isolate, that may have been by her own
choice or the result of how she was perceived by others. Thankfully, a local downtown
church kept their eyes on her and helped her when she allowed it. On Wednesday, street
ministry volunteers noted approximately ten emergency personnel members attending to
someone on a bench in downtown Eau Claire and we later learned that it was this woman
who had died on that bench. We're saddened by the fact that she had laid there for several
days without receiving treatment and laid there for a few hours prior to the call being made
to request help for her. We mourn her passing as a member of our community as well as
an individual that appears to have passed without any acknowledgement -- no obituary, no
news article relating to her circumstance of her death, nothing other than news passed by
word of mouth. The people we serve often feel invisible to others and this was true even in
her death. We are grateful for the efforts made by a staff person at the church nearby
to check on the woman. May she rest in peace.
As we have noted in previous journals, people leaving the shelter in the morning often have
little access to bathrooms or sources of water throughout the day. Several people would
stay outside of the shelter for various reasons: mobility challenges, safety in numbers, lack
of money to go anywhere, etc. We've learned that staying outside of the shelter is no longer
an option and everyone must vacate the property to go .... where? They likely can't afford to
be in the downtown businesses and several people have stated they don't feel welcome in
the establishments, so that is not a viable option. Spending the day in a park is an option if
they are physically able to get there, however there is a safety risk going anywhere alone
and especially if they are women. Even if they go in a group there is a question of where to
get water, food or bathrooms. Spending too much time anywhere violates vagrancy or
loitering ordinances. How can anyone expect significant progress in a person's situation
when they are having to focus so much time on simply surviving? We support the idea of
assisting oneself through programs for the betterment of an individual, but we do not
support adding more and more obstacles to a situation that puts success so far out of
reach, it becomes pointless to even make an attempt.
In our June 15th journal, we mentioned that we would update you on information about one
of our homeless friends who was taken and sex-trafficked for approximately 6
days. Within this period of time the street ministry was in contact with the Chippewa Falls
Sheriff's Department, the D.O.C. as well as the Eau Claire Police Department. These law
enforcement groups made several welfare checks at area motels and looked into the
person who was trafficking our homeless friend. After being trafficked for 6 days we are
happy to say she found herself back to the homeless shelter. Additionally, one arrest was
made involving this incident. I would like to say this is a rare incident and all will return to
normal, but the likelihood of this recurring is very high. Please keep all our homeless friend's
safety in your thoughts and prayers.

Page 8

THE MESSENGER

Chippewa Valley Street Ministry Needs
We appreciate your interest and dedication to those in our community who are in need of all
types of support: spiritually, physically and emotionally. The street ministry and the
recipients of your donations have been blessed with your generosity.
Our current needs are below:


Tennis Shoes: clean and in good repair, men's sizes 10,11,12, and 13 are most in
need.



Sun lotion / Sunblock / After-burn products (aloe, etc)



Gatorade



Baseball caps / hats with brims



Athletic shorts -- All sizes



Men's Boxers -- L, XL



Food Cards: fast food, convenient stores



Gas Cards: we receive requests for gas cards for fuel for work,
appointments

For monetary donations, we have a "DONATE" button on our Facebook page as well as on our
website that will link to our PayPal account, or, our mailing address will be at the end.
https://www.facebook.com/chippewavalleystreetministry/
https://www.chippewavalleystreetministry.org/
Please note the following:
For monetary donations, including food cards and gas cards: please make checks payable
to Chippewa Valley Street Ministry and send to the following address:
Chippewa Valley Street Ministry
P.O.Box 51
Eau Claire, WI 54702
***WE WILL HAVE A BOX IN FELLOWSHIP HALL FOR ANY DONATIONS—YOU CAN ALSO PLACE
THEM IN THE CABINET OUTSIDE THE DOOR IF THE CHURCH IS NOT OPEN.***

July 19th —
The Dearly Beloved by Cara Wall

This is Cara Wall's debut novel about
two ministers and their wives. It is a
moving portrait of love and friendship
set against a backdrop of social
change in the 1960's. It is a multigenerational novel about love, God,
jealousy and friendship.
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ENDOWMENTFUNDNEWS
2021 FUND DISTRIBUTION – this year we had eleven applications and were able to provide funds for all requests. We
share this information because – our Mission Endowment Fund does so much good. 2021 completes the 23nd year
since the creation of the Fund by a family legacy in 1998.

Since its inception the Fund has distributed approximately $74,400. Here are the 2021 distributions representing income
and stock gains from 2020 given to our mission areas for capital needs, scholarships, community and the larger church
missions - congratulations to all the recipients.
Pavilion ongoing expenses/loan costs
Help purchase outside storage bldg.
Lay School Tuition Linda Stockinger
Lay School Tuition Karen Rokser
Lay school Tuition Lavane Hessler
College expenses Meadow Barone
College expenses Jordan Gillis
Tech School expenses Grace Christie
Support for the new Chippewa Hope Village
Northwest Synod - support Malawi
Separate 50% match from church member
ELCA Fund for Leaders
Total dollars

$740
$500
$220
$220
$220
$470
$470
$470
$240

$750
$200
$4.500

We have good investments and a great Fund board but what we don’t have are ongoing gifts to the Fund. Please consider
some type of gift to the Fund this year or later. This could happen through a will or trust, life insurance, annuities, charitable giving, beneficiary designation or as a memorial or to honor a friend or family member. The Fund welcomes all gifts,
large and small. Help us continue and grow these gifts in the years ahead.
What a great way to give a blessing to those who will follow us. Many gifts would be tax deductible.

-Ray Peterson for the English Lutheran Mission Endowment Board

UPDATE ON PERSONAL CARE KITS
We will be completing the Personal Care Kits Collection in early September. We plan to
send 50 kits to Lutheran World Relief in early October.
We are still in need of the following items to complete the kits.
Toothbrushes 15

Nail Clippers 20

Towels 24

Soap 70 (each kit has 2 bars in it)

Information about the personal kits is found on the Mission Table in the Fellowship
Hall. A list of what is needed for the kits is on the table.
Thank you to everyone who has brought items or has given a monetary donation this
year.
-WELCA STEWARDSHIP, Carol Peterson
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF
SCHOOL KITS
As in the past our church will be collecting items for Lutheran World Relief School Kits. Look for
information on the Mission Table in the Fellowship Hall.
Below is a list of what is needed to reach our goal of 50 school bags. The 50 bags have already been sewn
and cords added by Karen Rokser and Ruth Olson.






No. 2 Pencils
70 sheet notebooks (4/bag)
BLUNT scissors with imbedded steel blades
Small Pencil Sharpener






12”/30 centimeter ruler or with cent. and inch
Box of 24 crayons
Black or blue ballpoint pens (5/bag) (no gel pens)
2” Eraser

A box will be provided in the fellowship hall for you to place the items you have purchased. Everyone will
be kept updated on the collection progress. Our goal by September 12th is 50 school kits. Let’s work
together to reach our goal. Any questions contact Carol Peterson.
A BIG THANK YOU goes to everyone who has helped in the past by supplying items or a monetary
donation to these projects. Monetary donations are always accepted and very helpful, too.
-WELCA Stewardship, Carol Peterson

Vision Meeting Recap
On June 8th we had 35 members meet with Synod Minister, Pastor Erin Nelson to establish
core values and goals. Here are the Core Values we came up with:
1. Welcoming
2. Faith
3. Generosity
4. Serving
5. Acceptance
And here are the short term and long term goals:

1. Implement a strong social media strategy. (3-12 months)
2. Design a vibrant and vital Intergenerational Christian Education program. (1-3 years)
3. Find out what the needs of the community are (perhaps start with the ACLU
situation). (3-12 months)
4. Revitalize relationship with Malawi and wider church.

The church council will take these goals and make actions plans in how we will achieve them.
Thanks to all who participated. It was a very good process.
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Calendar for
July 2021
English Lutheran Church of Bateman
(To get better quality copy go to ELCB website at
www.elcbateman.org and go to the calendar option).

Memorial
Service
Jeannie Michal
July 10th at 1 PM
Visitation 11am - 1pm

Thanks to so many volunteers
our worship gatherings have
been running smoothly
transitioning to a more
normal feel. Greeters, ushers
and readers have contributed
so much to our time together.
We do still need volunteers
for some weeks in July and beyond. Until the end of July please
contact Pat Mikesell if you can help. Thereafter we will need
someone new to help coordinate volunteers as Pat and Ron will
be moving. See Linda Stockinger or Pat if you are interested.

E N G L IS H L U THE R A N C H UR CH

20588 County Highway X
Chippewa Falls, WI 54729
www.elcbateman.org
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Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@elcbateman.org
Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
515-229-6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@elcbateman.org
Church Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
715-828-5596
Office Hours:
Tues/Thurs 9am-2pm
GREG’ORY HARRELL, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRIESR
Email: elcbateman.kids@gmail.com

KAREN ROKSER, TREASURER

Email: bookkeeper@elcbateman.org

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
CHERI BURISH, FACILITIES

NANCY NERDRUM, ORGANIST

ELCB Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!

There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Lavane Hessler, Jack Rokser
Steve Thon, Dennis Knutson, Cedric Boettcher,
Doug Mueller, Roy Thompson, Pastor Rick

Faith Formation: Pastor Rick Biedermann, Chair
Oversees children, youth and adult education

Pantry Pals: Sandy Winrich, Chair
Monthly food pantry for local residents in need.

Worship & Music: Linda Stockinger, Chair
Oversees worship, music and special services.

Personnel/Executive: Lavane Hessler, Chair
Oversee staff and evaluations.

.Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Tuesday at 10am.

Buildings & Grounds: Cedric Boettcher, Chair
Care & maintenance of church and parsonage.

Finance/Stewardship: Steve Thon, Chair
Church budget and finances.

Evangelism Ministry Team (EMT): Jack ROkser, Chair
Keep leadership and the congregation outreach
minded.
Endowment board: Ray Peterson, Chair
Maintains and distributes our financial resources
above and beyond regular offerings that allow
outreach in the community and around the world.

Dreams, Ministries, Visions (DMV): Greg Harrell, Chair
Creating a path combining the Church Assessment Tool
(CAT) and community information.

Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Provides oversight and support for the sharing of a
pastor with St. James Trinity.
Audit Committee: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Audit financials

Memorial & Special Gifts: Darin Fellom, Chair
Distributes memorial funds and gifts.
Altar Guild: Carol Peterson, Chair
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.

Scrip Program: Cathy Thompson, Chair
Program provides gift cards and gives the church a
percentage of sales.

Library: Carol Peterson, Chair

WELCA (Women’s Group): Sandy Winrich, vice President
Men of English (Men’s Group): Denis Winrich, Chair
Page Turners (Book Club): Carol Turner, Chair

Pieceworkers (Quilting Group): Ann Arneson, Chair

Technology Team: Darin Fellom, Laurel Boyer, and
Pastor Rick Biedermann
Sound & Streaming: Von Wolff and John Stockinger
Projector/Media: Greg Harrell

