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Rise and Shine and
give God the glory.
-–Matthew 1:21
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“What Are We Going to Do Now?”
In a sermon recently I talked about when our daughter, Rachel was about 5 or 6 years old she would
always ask the question, “what are we going to do now? ” I thank that is a good question to ask for
ourselves and for our church as we begin to see a gradual end to the pandemic. More and more people
are getting vaccinated. Which, by the way, getting vaccinated is the way we as Christians show love
for other and I encourage everyone to do so.

But what are we going to do now? We are now worshipping back in the church building with masks
and social distancing. But will things really go back to normal? Do we want it to go back to normal?
We have seen the injustice of racism and poverty during this pandemic. What are we going to do
about that as individuals and as a church? There are people who are dealing with a lot of anxiety and
fear as a result of this pandemic. What can we do to so they can get help? Does being a part of a church
and hearing the promises that Jesus is with us and who gives us peace and hope make a difference?
Obviously, I believe it does but I hope you believe that too. So what do we do now? We can invite
others to come to church as we open up more and more. We let people know what difference our faith
makes in helping us deal with the fears and stresses of life. We can share why we are a Christian.
What do we do now? Maybe some of us need to be more intentional in practicing the disciplines of
what it means to be a disciple of Jesus. A number of years ago Pastor Michael Foss wrote a book called
“Power Surge.” In that book he wrote about the marks of a disciple. What does it look like for someone
to be a disciple of Jesus? He used the acronym PWRSRGE (Powersurge) to help us remember these
marks.
P- Pray

W- Worship

R- Relationships

S- Serve

R- Read the Bible,

G- Give generously

E – Evangelist (invite others).

Mission Statement:

MAY 31, 2021

We, the family of English Lutheran Church of Bateman,
are here to serve the Lord through worship,
fellowship, stewardship and discipleship.
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Now there can be much said about each of these (which is what made it a book), but I’d like to invite
you to focus on one or two of these marks that you want to work on or strengthen. If you would like to
focus on reading the Bible (which would be a good one) , one way of reading the Bible is called Lectio
Divina (Latin for divine/sacred reading.) It began in the third century and is a way of becoming
immersed in the Scriptures very personally. See the guideline in the newsletter (insert). If you need
any help or other resources, please let me know.
In Christ,
Pastor Rick

(Please continue to INSERT)

May 9, 2021

Online Worship Services
We continue to provide our Sunday Worship Services on Facebook starting at 10:30 am.
Holy Communion will be on the first and third weeks (please have bread and juice or wine
available). A call-in option is also available for those who are not able to watch online
starting at 8:30 am. You can get all the links for watching and calling, the bulletins,
children’s bulletins, and online giving on our website or through Facebook. They will be
emailed on sometime before Sunday as well.
Call In info:

Conference Call @ 8:30
Dial-in using your LAND LINE ONLY: 800-719-6100
Dial –in using your CELL PHONES ONLY: 717-275-8940, 641-426-1600, 605-475-2879
Access code: 549 6519

Giving Link:
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/fbd6c62391d25a67e39a890436ff56f5
Facebook Link to watch live stream: https://www.facebook.com/ELCBateman
ELCB Website for Bulletins: http://www.elcbateman.org/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG_ZEoILTWJ_BmnIM7qOXjg
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Coming Up...
May 17th

May 17th - Nothing More Dangerous by Allen Eskens
The author lives in Minnesota, but is a Missouri
native. He is a lawyer turned author. This is a small
town mystery exploring family, loyalty and racial
tensions in America. This novel has a 70's setting in a
coming of age thriller.

Flower Chart Information
During 2021 anyone wishing to provide flowers for the Sunday service should
sign up on the Flower Chart located on the bulletin board across from the
kitchen. If the altar guild orders the flowers for you there will be two
bouquets. The cost is $40.00 for the two bouquets. The flowers are
purchased/arranged by Family Fare. You may also provide your
own flowers or plants but please inform the altar guild chair,
Carol Peterson or indicate that on the chart by your name.
Flowers must be requested at least two weeks prior to the
Sunday you wish them to be in church. If you have any
questions please contact Carol Peterson at

715-723-4970.

Endowment Board Update
The English Lutheran Endowment Board considers a key purpose of the Fund to enhance the value and income of
the fund going forward. We can do this partially by our investment selections and we spent a lot of time with
professional guidance through Edward Jones and discussion/decision making.
Another way to enhance the value is to grow internally through contributions by church members, planned giving
and gifts and memorials. Right now, we want to especially thank an English Lutheran family who provided a
generous memorial gift to the Fund to remember a special family member.
What a wonderful legacy this gift will be. Even more this is a perpetual gift that doesn’t decline or end but grows
and grows to provide resources into the future for our church and our children, the community and our missions
locally and the ELCA worldwide.

The Fund welcomes all gifts, large and small. Sometimes this is planned giving, but it can also be a gift at the
holidays, a way to honor a special occasion, or a memorial to a friend, business associate or family member. What
a great way to share a blessing today with those who will follow us tomorrow.
-Ray Peterson for the English Lutheran Mission Endowment Board
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MEETING HIGHLIGHTS FROM APRIL


Voted to allow singing in the pavilion during the services with family groups
being 6-ft apart and everyone being masked.



Decided to do a fund drive to raise money for a storage building. Need
approximately $4000 and Pantry Pals will give $1000 towards it.



Vision Meeting with Synod is set up to be in the pavilion on June 8th
from 5-8pm. Congregation is welcome to attend. Please watch for more info.



A date is being set in May for Highway X clean-up.



As of April 2021, Pantry Pals has donated 99,728 lbs. of food to those in need!

We are still looking for volunteers to sign up to be a
reader, greeter or usher for Sunday worship.
Services will be held in the Sanctuary or Pavilion with
masks and social distancing required.
Please contact Pat Mikesell at 715-556-0843 or
email pat_mikesell@yahoo.com.
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Springtime Reading
Exciting News – we’ve just added 16 new books to our collection. There are two non-fiction books:
Northern Wisconsin State Fair by Donna M. Bourget and Anne A. Keller
Upside Down (A Memoir) by Jane E. Jonas

The fiction books new to our library are by authors we already have and others are the Page Turners
selections for this year’s reading list.
Rachel Hauck’s books: The Wedding Shop, The Love Letter, and The Writing Desk.

Viola Shipman’s books: The Charm Bracelet and The Heirloom Garden.
Saints for All Occasions by J. Courtney Sullivan
A Bridge Across the Ocean by Susan Meissner
The Lost Girls of Devon by Barbara O’Neal
Where the Lost Wander by Amy Harmon

Nothing More Dangerous by Allen Eskens
The Victory Garden by Rhys Bowen
The Dearly Beloved by Cara Wall

Carnegie’s Maid by Marie Benedict
The Indigo Girl by Natasha Boyd

Enjoy a new book in this season of promise!

The Library Committee — Carol, Carol and Donna
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Calendar for May 2021
English Lutheran Church of Bateman
(To get better quality copy go to ELCB website at
www.elcbateman.org and go to the calendar option).

Where is God leading our church? What should
be our priorities as a church? What are our
core values? Do we need a new mission
statement?
The council would like your input on these
questions and so we have invited Pastor Erin
Nelson, who is a Synod Minister for our NW
Wisconsin Synod to come and lead a
conversation on determining our Core Values,
a possible mission/vision statement and help us
develop short and long-term goals. All
members are invited to participate.
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Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@elcbateman.org
Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
515-229-6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@elcbateman.org
Church Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
715-828-5596
Office Hours:
Tues/Thurs 9am-2pm
OPEN - CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES DIRECTOR
KAREN ROKSER, TREASURER
Email: bookkeeper@elcbateman.org

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
CHERI BURISH, FACILITIES

NANCY NERDRUM, ORGANIST

ELCB Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!

There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Lavane Hessler, Jack Rokser
Steve Thon, Dennis Knutson, Cedric Boettcher,
Doug Mueller, Roy Thompson, Pastor Rick

Faith Formation: Pastor Rick Biedermann, Chair
Oversees children, youth and adult education

Pantry Pals: Sandy Winrich, Chair
Monthly food pantry for local residents in need.

Worship & Music: Linda Stockinger, Chair
Oversees worship, music and special services.

Personnel/Executive: Lavane Hessler, Chair
Oversee staff and evaluations.

.Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Tuesday at 10am.

Buildings & Grounds: Cedric Boettcher, Chair
Care & maintenance of church and parsonage.

Finance/Stewardship: Steve Thon, Chair
Church budget and finances.

Evangelism Ministry Team (EMT): Jack ROkser, Chair
Keep leadership and the congregation outreach
minded.
Endowment board: Ray Peterson, Chair
Maintains and distributes our financial resources
above and beyond regular offerings that allow
outreach in the community and around the world.

Dreams, Ministries, Visions (DMV): Greg Harrell, Chair
Creating a path combining the Church Assessment Tool
(CAT) and community information.

Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Provides oversight and support for the sharing of a
pastor with St. James Trinity.
Audit Committee: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Audit financials

Memorial & Special Gifts: Darin Fellom, Chair
Distributes memorial funds and gifts.
Altar Guild: Carol Peterson, Chair
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.

Scrip Program: Cathy Thompson, Chair
Program provides gift cards and gives the church a
percentage of sales.

Library: Carol Peterson, Chair

WELCA (Women’s Group): Sandy Winrich, vice President
Men of English (Men’s Group): Denis Winrich, Chair
Page Turners (Book Club): Carol Turner, Chair

Pieceworkers (Quilting Group): Ann Arneson, Chair

Technology Team: Darin Fellom, Laurel Boyer, and
Pastor Rick Biedermann
Sound & Streaming: Von Wolff and John Stockinger
Projector/Media: Greg Harrell

The Steps of Lectio Divina

• Choose a text of the Scriptures that you wish to pray. (Works best with shorter passages – a
single story by Jesus or a Psalm. You could choose a lesson from Sunday’s worship service.)
• Place yourself in a quiet environment. Calm your anxieties and thoughts and
acknowledge God’s presence. You may want to light a candle. Plan on 15- 30 minutes for
this practice.
• Offer a prayer to the Holy Spirit for inspiration and guidance: Come, Holy Spirit, enlighten
my heart and mind to listen to your Word.
1. Lectio (Read): Read the text slowly and prayerfully, constantly listening for that word that
God has prepared for you. Read the text two more times to help quiet yourself interiorly and
focus on God’s voice. Listen and receive the Word that God speaks to you.
2. Meditatio (Reflect): When a word or phrase strikes you, stop and rest with it. Repeat the
word or phrase to yourself. Allow it to speak to you in a personal way by pondering the
word in your heart, reflecting on what it means to you. Memorize it and repeat it to yourself,
allowing it to interact with your thoughts, hopes, memories, and desires.
3. Oratio (Respond): Prayer is your response to God’s word. It begins your dialogue with God
that comes from your heart. Formulate a prayer, as a response to God. What do you want
to say to the Lord in response to the Word spoken to you? Enter into this loving conversation
with God.
4. Contemplatio (Rest): Rest in God’s presence and receive His transforming embrace. Sit
still with God, realizing that in this deep and profound relationship, words are not necessary.
Be content and at peace with a wordless, quiet rest in God, which brings joy to the heart.
Remember that contemplation is not your action or doing, rather it is allowing God to act in
you.
It’s important to remember that Lectio Divina is not an end in itself or another spiritual
practice to tick off our to-do list. It helps us hear specifically and individually from God
through Scripture, guided by the Holy Spirit, and deepens our relationship with Him.
Here is one guide from https://www.soulshepherding.org/ignatian-meditation-guides/
Confessing Our Need For Christ (Week 1: Beginning The Spiritual Exercises.)
Mark 10:35-52: “What do you want from Jesus?” Cultivating a desire for Jesus enables us to
experience God’s loving presence.
Acts 16:6-15: “Paul Discerns the Spirit’s Leading.” Paul shows us how to follow the Spirit of
Jesus step-by-step.
John 8:1-11: “Jesus does not Condemn You!” No matter what our shortcomings or sins, God
extends his mercy and grace to us through Christ.

Following Jesus in God’s Kingdom (Week 2: Jesus’ Infancy and Hidden Life.)
Luke 2:1-7: “The Birth of Christ” Joining Mary and Joseph’s hard journey to Bethlehem, we
find surprising hospitality as Jesus is born amongst the animals.
Matthew 3:13-17: “The Heavens Open at Jesus’ Baptism.” Standing with Jesus in baptism we
enter into the Trinitarian society of the Kingdom of the Heavens.
Mark 1:14-20: “Jesus Calls his Disciples.” By the lakeside, Jesus calls us with the fisherman:
“Come! Follow me.”
With Jesus at the Cross (Week 3: The Passion of Christ.)
John 13:1-17: “Jesus Washes his Disciples’ Feet.” Jesus shows us that true teachers and leaders are loving servants.
Matthew 26:20-30: “The Lord’s Supper” Jesus ministers his body and blood to the Twelve, including Judas, and to each of us.
Mark 15:33-39: “Jesus is Crucified and Forsaken.” Mark shows Jesus on the cross, suffering
alone and crying out to a God who seems to have abandoned him.
With the Risen Christ (Week 4: The Joy of a Risen Life!)
Mark 16:1-11: “He is Risen! Jesus Appears to Mary.” The first Evangelist of Jesus’ resurrection is
a woman he delivered of seven demons.
John 21:15-25: “Jesus Restores Peter.” The Lord reconciles Peter with three chances to say “I
love you!”
Matthew 28:16-20: “Jesus’ Great Commission.” We’re called to apprentice people to Jesus,
baptize them in his Trinitarian reality, and teach them how to implement his teachings in
daily life.~

