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Ann Arneson 4/11
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Jack Rokser 4/12

Bob Unke 4/29

Lavane Hessler 4/15

Kathy Brown 4/29

Finnley Lancette 4/19

Nancy Raether 4/30

"This is the day that the Lord has made;
Let us rejoice and be glad in it."
– Psalm 118:24
-–Matthew 1:21
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Class will start again on April 7th at the
Church using Masks and social distancing.
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Basketball and Easter
I enjoy watching sports. I wasn’t really much of an athlete but I can appreciate
their abilities. I’ve been watching the NCAA men’s basketball tournament.
Unfortunately my Iowa Hawekeyes lost much too soon. What is interesting is the
number of lower seeded teams that have beat higher seeded and supposedly
better teams. Now I’m writing this article before the results of the sweet 16 (the
16 teams that have advanced). I’ve filled out my bracket but it is already pretty
well broken. I find it exciting though when an underdog team that has lost a lot
of games during the regular season all of sudden comes along and beats a really
good team with a much better record. Even if they weren’t the team I picked I
find myself cheering for them when they win. Most people would not have
expected it, except maybe their own fans.

Easter is about a surprising win. It had looked like Jesus had lost it all. His
disciples had all abandoned him. One had betrayed him and one had denied
knowing him. Dying on a cross doesn’t look very powerful. But that is exactly the
power of God at work. Jesus was willing to lose his life so that God would raise
him from the dead and give him life again. He won the victory over death, the
devil and sin. (That is much bigger than any sports championship.)

And that is what we celebrate on Easter and really throughout our whole lives as
Christians. We are the fans (so to speak) who believe that death does not have the
final answer.
When a team wins a championship whatever the sport, or an athlete wins a gold
medal, there is a celebration by the fans. There is always cheering. Sometimes

Mission Statement:

We, the family of English Lutheran Church of Bateman,
are here to serve the Lord through worship,
fellowship, stewardship and discipleship.
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there is a parade with confetti. Sometimes you will see the athletes dance in
celebration. And there is something special in sharing that celebration with
others. There is a bond created whenever people share joy (or sorrow).

That is what we ought to do on Easter. We ought to cheer, have a parade, throw
some confetti, dance! Maybe even have champagne for breakfast. And we share
that celebration with others, whether in person or on the internet or over the
phone. We finally will be able to provide the opportunity for people to worship
in person if they wish to do so (see announcement about that elsewhere.) Easter
means that God is stronger than death, not just our physical death when our
lives end but all those things that try to kill our spirit: like a pandemic. Even
though we still live in a broken world with disease, crime, racism, global
warming, and mass shootings because of Easter we can now still have hope. We
have hope that because of the resurrection of Jesus our God can and will bring
life out of death. All those things that bring death will come to an end. Life - new
life always wins. So let the party begin!
-Pastor Rick Biedermann

Online Worship Services
We continue to provide our Sunday Worship Services on Facebook starting at 10:30 am.
Holy Communion will be on the first and third weeks (please have bread and juice or wine
available). A call-in option is also available for those who are not able to watch online
starting at 8:30 am. You can get all the links for watching and calling, the bulletins,
children’s bulletins, and online giving on our website or through Facebook. They will be
emailed on sometime before Sunday as well.
Call In info:

Conference Call @ 8:30
Dial-in using your LAND LINE ONLY: 800-719-6100
Dial –in using your CELL PHONES ONLY: 717-275-8940, 641-426-1600, 605-475-2879
Access code: 549 6519

Giving Link:
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/fbd6c62391d25a67e39a890436ff56f5
Facebook Link to watch live stream: https://www.facebook.com/ELCBateman
ELCB Website for Bulletins: http://www.elcbateman.org/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG_ZEoILTWJ_BmnIM7qOXjg
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Endowment Board Update
We want to share a bit more of the good news about your English Lutheran Mission Endowment Fund.
Since its inception in 1998 your Fund has shared about $70,000 from income to scholarships,
community, mission and capitol needs. Just in the past two years we have provided funds for Malawi
flood relief, church painting, student college tuition, playground and pavilion, ELCA Fund for Leaders,
homeless needs in our community and lay school financial support for our members. This just scratches
the surface of the gifts you have been able to provide through the Endowment Fund. What’s even more
amazing is that we have never touched the principal amounts given (about $65,000) and the fund has
grown to about $124,000 today.
What a wonderful legacy those gifts have been. Even more this is a perpetual gift that doesn’t decline or
end but grows and grows to provide resources into the future for our church and our children, the
community and our missions locally and the ELCA worldwide.
The Fund welcomes all gifts, large and small. Sometimes this is planned giving, sometimes an end of life
decision but it can also be a gift from you today. A gift to the Fund makes a wonderful memorial to
remember a friend, relative or church member. What a great way to give a blessing to those who will
follow us.
-Ray Peterson for the English Lutheran Mission Endowment Board

2021ENDOWMENTAPPLICATIONSBEINGACCEPTED
It is time to prepare for our annual Endowment Fund distribution which is $4,740 this year. Submissions
must be completed by May 1st.

The application categories are: capital, scholarship, community and mission. Application forms are
available in a wall pocket in the copier room. Scholarship applications use a two part form. Completed
application forms should be dropped in the endowment board mail slot. Please make a copy for your
own records. If you can’t get in church to pick one up please contact Ray Peterson at 715-723-4970 or
Raymond.carol@sbcglobal.net. If you have any questions about the forms or procedures please contact
any of our board members.
Thanks, Endowment Board

Ray Peterson, Bob Mitchell, Roy Thompson, Ian Turner
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2021 Schedule

April 19th -This Tender Land by William Kent Krueger
This novel follows four orphans on a life changing odyssey
during the Great Depression. It starts off in an orphanage
from which they escape in Minnesota. This book is a
fictional narrative set against historical truths. It has been
compared to Grapes of Wrath and Huckleberry Finn.
May 17th - Nothing More Dangerous by Allen Eskens
The author lives in Minnesota, but is a Missouri native. He
is a lawyer turned author. This is a small town mystery
exploring family, loyalty and racial tensions in America.
This novel has a 70's setting in a coming of age thriller.

June 21st - The Victory Garden by Rhys Bowe
The setting is towards the end of WWI in England. Emily Bryce is the central figure who joins the
“Women's Land Army”. While working on an estate, Emily finds some long forgotten journals of a
medicine woman who devoted her life to her herbal garden. Emily is inspired by these journals.

July 19th - The Dearly Beloved by Cara Wall
This is Cara Wall's debut novel about two ministers and their wives. It is a moving portrait of love and
friendship set against a backdrop of social change in the 1960's. It is a multi-generational novel about
love, God, jealousy and friendship.
August 16th - The Indigo Girl by Natasha Boyd
Eliza Lucas is 16 years old in 1739 when her father leaves her in charge of their family's 3 plantations
in South Carolina. Her father proceeds to bleed the estates dry in pursuit of his military ambitions. In
danger of losing everything, Eliza hears how much the French pay for indigo dye and pursues this
avenue to save their home. Based on historical documents, including Eliza's letters, this is is a
historical fiction account of how a teenage girl produced indigo dye, which became one of the largest
exports out of South Carolina.
September 20th - The Lost Girls of Devon by Barbara O'Neal
The setting is England's Devon coast. This is a novel of secrets, second chances, forgiveness and
understanding. It brings together four women who are all touched by the challenges and outcomes of
past life decisions. Zoe Fairchild returns to the small Devon village of her birth when she learns that
her old friend and grandmother's caretaker has gone missing. Zoe and her fifteen year old daughter
return to England to help.

October 18th - Carnegie's Maid by Marie Benedict
This historical novel is reminescent of “Downton Abby”, but set in the U.S.A. Clara Kelley immigrated
from Ireland in the 1860's and becomes the maid to Andrew Carnegie's mother. This is historical
fiction intertwining history and fiction to tell the story of Andrew Carnegie and the history of steel
making in Pittsburgh.

November 15th - Where the Lost Wander: A Novel by Amy Harmon
This novel is set on the Oregon Trail in 1853. A family and their unlikely protector find their way
through peril, uncertainty and loss. Naomi May is widowed at the age of 20. Eager to leave grief
behind, she sets off with her family for a life out west. On the trail she meets John Lowry, a halfPawnee man straddling two worlds and a stranger in both. This story is one of courage in the face of
the unknown and the importance of perseverence when all feels lost.

December 20th - A Bridge Across the Ocean by Susan Meissner
It is 1946 and the Queen Mary ship is bringing War Brides to America. The novel moves to present day
where the Queen Mary is now a floating hotel near Long Beach, California. Facing a crossroads in her
own life, Brette Caslake visits the famously haunted Queen Mary at the request of an old friend. You
will find out what a “drifter” is!
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Kid’s Korner Konnection
Easter in northwest Wisconsin has always been a time to witness signs of new life. When you look outside there
are seemingly “dead” landscapes of leafless forests, empty farm fields, neglected lawns, and decaying gardens.
Almost overnight, the world starts to change and transform from death to new life. What once was thought to be
forever lost is once again found alive and growing. Sounds a lot like Holy Week in the church, too.
Recently, my wife had a near death experience when she was diagnosed with a life threatening brain infection. An
emergency craniotomy was scheduled and with your prayers and by the Grace of God, she is alive and doing
well. Her recovery is still ongoing and we are thankful for each new day of her life.
Due to the the extensive time commitment and continuing rest and recovery required
by Nancy, I am no longer able to continue as the Director of Children’s Ministry. Thank
you for the opportunity to serve our most precious present and future members of
Christ’s family.
-Greg’ory
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MEETING HIGHLIGHTS FROM MARCH


The council elected new officer: Secretary-Doug Mueller



It was approved to spend up to $1400 on a computer and audio technology
for streaming/recording services.



In-Person services were approved to start on April 11th with masks and
social distancing required.



The council would like to thank Peter & Mary McCann for the donation of a
snowblower for use at the church and parsonage.



Building and Grounds is looking at scheduling a spring cleaning day at
church. More details to come.



Building and Grounds is putting information together to possibly purchase a
storage shed in the future.

RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP

The council has approved in person worship beginning April 11th. We will take temperatures and require masks and social distancing. We will not be able to sing and
offering plates will be provided at the door. If you are not feeling well, please
stay home. We will continue to livestream the service on Facebook. After April 11th,
we are planning to have the service in the pavilion on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of the
month. Masks and social distancing will still be required.

PIECEMAKERS QUILTERS
We appreciate all those have donated this past year, we’ve made and shipped 41 quilts. Our
mission quilts provide comfort and are a constant reminder that ELCB cares.

If you would like donate again, we are looking for help in three ways: donation of materials, help
making quilt tops out of kits (can be picked up on the table by the office) or you can designate
your offering toward the Piecemakers for supplies.

We are in need of large pieces of cotton fabric and Twin flat sheets (IN GOOD CONDITION)—
Please watch as you thrift sale this summer for clean fabrics, fillers, and sheets. They can be
dropped off at the church. If you are willing to cut and piece the quilt tops, please contact Karen
Rokser or Ann Arneson. We would be happy to have you join our mission project.
Thank you for your generosity and support!
-The Piecemakers
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Scrip Update
A little history of the beginnings of Scrip to where we are today. The Scrip checking account was opened
in March 2015 and in the past six years has given just under $11,000 back to the church. That is amazing!
We couldn’t have done it without the support of the congregation. Those donations were made possible
by all of you choosing to do your everyday shopping for groceries, gas and restaurants through the use of
Scrip cards.
This year Scrip has already given $800 to the general operating fund. The Scrip Team’s goal for 2021 is
to give $800 per quarter. But we can’t do that without your commitment.
As you are planning your Easter meals and home improvement projects, please use Scrip cards. When
you are filling your vehicle with gas, please use Scrip cards. Going to the movies or out to eat? Please use
Scrip cards. Need a gift for that special occasion? Please use Scrip cards.
Groceries:
Family Fare
Festival
Jacobson’s Meat Market (Grilling season has begun. The cheese curd brats are delicious!)
Gas: Holiday gas station
Cenex
Kwik Trip (Gives an additional % back when purchases are made in store with Scrip cards.)
Home Improvement & Repairs:
Jacobson’s Ace Hardware
Menards
Dining & Entertainment:
Micon Cinemas (Now has reclining chairs)
Culvers
Dairy Queen
Papa Murphy’s (Offering $10 Tuesdays)
Z’s Restaurant
Sandbar
ELCB Scrip sends a weekly email with inventories. To order or request a different amount, email Scrip at
ELCBScrip@gmail.com or text Cathy at 715-529-0160.
Thank you and happy shopping!
Cathy Thompson, Carol Dittmar, Julie Mitchell, Donna Harings & Angela Sieg-Bruhn
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To Peter & Mary McCann for the donation of a
snowblower for use at the church and parsonage!

We are assembling teams to serve together to worship face
-to-face (mask to mask). Beginning April 11th, we need
volunteers to sign up for a Sunday or two. Services will be
held in the Sanctuary or Pavilion with masks and social
distancing required. Extra ushers will be scheduled so that
each one has a small specific task in guiding the flow of
traffic. Please contact Pat Mikesell at 715-556-0843
or email pat_mikesell@yahoo.com.

DMV Update
Great Commission = Great Explorers

Growing up in the Twin Cities, there was a precursor to the convenience store we know as
the “Kwik Trip” gas station called “Come and Go”.

For Christians, we might consider what is the purpose of our Sunday gatherings? Is it a
weekly “Kwik Trip” where we conveniently refill our faith tanks OR is it a temporary stop to “Come
and Go” so that we may continue on our explorative faith journey.
Matthew 28:16-20 is pretty clear when we are told to “Go Forth” in order
to make disciples. Congregations are encouraged to remember that
Sunday’s are like “mini Easters” where faith journeys are definitely nurtured
but also encouraged, explored, and expanded.
In God’s Exploring Spirit,
Greg’ory
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Calendar for April 2021
English Lutheran Church of Bateman
(To get better quality copy go to ELCB website at
www.elcbateman.org and go to the calendar option).
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facebook.com/elcbateman

Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@elcbateman.org
Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
515-229-6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@elcbateman.org
Church Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
715-828-5596
Office Hours:
Tues/Thurs 9am-2pm
GREG’ORY HARRELL, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRIESR
Email: elcbateman.kids@gmail.com

KAREN ROKSER, TREASURER

Email: bookkeeper@elcbateman.org

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
CHERI BURISH, FACILITIES

NANCY NERDRUM, ORGANIST

ELCB Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!

There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Lavane Hessler, Jack Rokser
Steve Thon, Dennis Knutson, Cedric Boettcher,
Doug Mueller, Roy Thompson, Pastor Rick

Faith Formation: Pastor Rick Biedermann, Chair
Oversees children, youth and adult education

Pantry Pals: Sandy Winrich, Chair
Monthly food pantry for local residents in need.

Worship & Music: Linda Stockinger, Chair
Oversees worship, music and special services.

Personnel/Executive: Lavane Hessler, Chair
Oversee staff and evaluations.

.Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Tuesday at 10am.

Buildings & Grounds: Cedric Boettcher, Chair
Care & maintenance of church and parsonage.

Finance/Stewardship: Steve Thon, Chair
Church budget and finances.

Evangelism Ministry Team (EMT): Jack ROkser, Chair
Keep leadership and the congregation outreach
minded.
Endowment board: Ray Peterson, Chair
Maintains and distributes our financial resources
above and beyond regular offerings that allow
outreach in the community and around the world.

Dreams, Ministries, Visions (DMV): Greg Harrell, Chair
Creating a path combining the Church Assessment Tool
(CAT) and community information.

Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Provides oversight and support for the sharing of a
pastor with St. James Trinity.
Audit Committee: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Audit financials

Memorial & Special Gifts: Darin Fellom, Chair
Distributes memorial funds and gifts.
Altar Guild: Carol Peterson, Chair
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.

Scrip Program: Cathy Thompson, Chair
Program provides gift cards and gives the church a
percentage of sales.

Library: Carol Peterson, Chair

WELCA (Women’s Group): Sandy Winrich, vice President
Men of English (Men’s Group): Denis Winrich, Chair
Page Turners (Book Club): Carol Turner, Chair

Pieceworkers (Quilting Group): Ann Arneson, Chair

Technology Team: Darin Fellom, Laurel Boyer, and
Pastor Rick Biedermann
Sound & Streaming: Von Wolff and John Stockinger
Projector/Media: Greg Harrell

