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"If you don't know the guy on the other side of the world, love him
anyway because he's just like you. He has the same dreams, the
same hopes and fears. It's one world, pal. We're all neighbors."
– Frank Sinatra

-–Matthew 1:21
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Welcome to our New Members!
Jared, Laura & Asher Johnson
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Patriotism vs Nationalism
The season of Lent is a time for us to think more intentionally about Jesus going to die for us on the
cross and what it means for us to follow him. Jesus says that if we want to follow him, we must deny
our self and take up our cross. That means that it isn’t easy to follow Jesus. It will mean making
sacrifices. It will mean living contrary to the values of our culture. To follow Jesus means that we will
not worship or put our trust in other gods.
Some of you may be familiar with the story of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and the fiery
furnace. If you’re a little foggy on that story look it up in Daniel 3. In a nutshell it is about the king of
Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar) building a golden statue 90 feet high and 9 feet wide. He commands that
at the appointed times, everyone would bow down and worship this image. Whoever refused, would
be thrown into a blazing furnace. Well, the three Jews, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego refuse. So
the king threatens to throw them in the furnace. The three reply that if they are thrown into the fire,
the God they serve will save them. But even if God doesn’t, they will still not serve the king’s gods or
worship the golden image.

So the king cranks up the furnace so hot that it burned the soldiers throwing the three men of God in.
And the king sees four men in the furnace walking around in the fire, unbound and unharmed. (We
aren’t told who the fourth person is.) The king orders the three men out and they weren’t even
scorched. The king ends up giving praise to their God and orders no one to speak against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego.
So, what are the various gods of today that demand our allegiance. The gods of materialism, of
wanting to be popular or liked. The gods of conformity and apathy. The gods of greed and
nationalism.

Nationalism seems to be on the rise in our country. And not just nationalism, but Christian
nationalism – which I think is a contradiction. There is a difference between nationalism and
patriotism. A quote by Sydney J. Harris I think is helpful: “The difference between patriotism and
nationalism is that the patriot is proud of his (her) country for what it does, and the nationalist is proud of
his (her) country no matter what it does.”

Mission Statement:
We, the family of English Lutheran Church of Bateman,
are here to serve the Lord through worship,
fellowship, stewardship and discipleship.
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A blog by Wes O’Donnell says this, “A nationalist believes that his (her) country is the best because they
live in it. But a patriot believes that his (her) country is the best but there is always room for improvement.
A nationalist can’t tolerate any criticism of his (her) country and considers it an insult. But a patriot can
tolerate criticism and have a thoughtful conversation about improvements. A nationalist puts more
importance on unity through a shared cultural background. But a patriot puts more importance on unity
through shared values.”

I would say that a nationalist makes their country into a god and puts all their trust and loyalty in
their country. Which is why one can’t be a Christian nationalist. To follow Jesus is to put our trust in
God alone. And that is not always easy to do. We are tempted to put our trust in our money,
investments, family, possessions, or in ourselves. But God is faithful. God never gives up on us. And
God continues to call us to be faithful to Him. God knows that when we bow down to any other gods,
we are not true to God’s intention for us. Bowing to false gods may make us feel good for a while but
we will not find true joy or life. God alone gives us life. Let us each day, choose to refuse to worship
the false gods and choose to worship the one true God and God alone. Because as King Nebuchnezzar
said, “for no other god can save in this way.”
Pastor Rick Biedermann

Online Worship Services
We continue to provide our Sunday Worship Services on Facebook starting at 10:30 am.
Holy Communion will be on the first and third weeks (please have bread and juice or wine
available). A call-in option is also available for those who are not able to watch online
starting at 8:30 am. You can get all the links for watching and calling, the bulletins,
children’s bulletins, and online giving on our website or on Church Connect. They will also
be emailed shortly before the service.
Call In info:

Conference Call @ 8:30
Dial-in using your LAND LINE ONLY: 800-719-6100
Dial –in using your CELL PHONES ONLY: 717-275-8940, 641-426-1600, 605-475-2879
Access code: 549 6519

Giving Link:
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/fbd6c62391d25a67e39a890436ff56f5
Facebook Link to watch live stream: https://www.facebook.com/ELCBateman
ELCB Website for Bulletins: http://www.elcbateman.org/
Church Connect (For Members Only): https://elcb.churchtrac.com/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG_ZEoILTWJ_BmnIM7qOXjg
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Thank you to the Men of
English for making
benches for the Pavilion!
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Kid’s Korner Konnection
Lent DevoTionAls
During the season of Lent, we are sending out special weekly resources for families: Each devotional contains:


Scripture - Gospel passages about prayer



Reflection - A brief narrative to read together



Discussion & Coloring Page - Family discussions often occur
while coloring and doing something creative

If you would like a copy of the weekly family devotion sent to you,
please contact Laurel at the church office.
In God’s Reflective Spirit,
Greg’ory
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MEETING HIGHLIGHTS FROM FEBRUARY


The council elected new officers: President - Lavane Hessler, Vice-President
- Jack Rokser, Treasurer - Steve Thon. The office of secretary remains
unfilled at this time and alternative solutions are being discussed.



The Treasurer's reports indicated that offerings in January were down
significantly and down so far in February. While expenses remain lower
than expected, the council wants to keep a watchful eye on the trend.



While in-church face-to-face services are still on hold until indicators show
that it is safe, Pastor Rick proposed and the council approved a parking lot
service for Palm Sunday and an outdoor Pavilion/Parking lot service for
Easter Sunday, weather permitting.



The council is looking for ways to expand the church's ministry into the
community. One possibility is assisting people without computer access to
sign up for the Covid vaccine. Reactivating the mission outreach team to
contact new local families and the community at large is also planned.



The snow blower used at the parsonage is on it's last legs. We are looking
for a used snow blower that someone could donate or we could purchase
for a minimal cost.

Page 8

THE MESSENGER

Page 9

VOLUME XV ISSUE III

YO U A R E E L I G I B L E F O R C O V I D - 1 9 VA C C I N E I F YO U A R E
IN ONE OF THESE GROUPS:










Frontline healthcare workers (paid or unpaid)
Residents of long-term care facilies
Fire and police personnel, correconal staﬀ
People 65 years of age or older
*Educators and child care
*Individuals enrolled in Medicaid long-term care programs
*Some public-facing essenal workers (grocery store, gas sta on, charitable
food distribu on, public transit, 9-1-1 operators, etc.)

*Non-Frontline essenal healthcare workers
*Congregate living facility staﬀ and residents
(*Eligible starting March 1, 2021)

To schedule your appointment go to the following website:
https://covid19-chipcogis.hub.arcgis.com/pages/covid-19-vaccineappointments

 Scroll down to Step 2: Schedule an appointment.
 Click on your preferred location.
 Follow the instructions.

If you would like assistance scheduling your vaccination
appointment, please contact Jack Rokser at 715-577-2292 or
Carol Dittmar at 715-559-5864.
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Lutheran World Relief

Lenten Personal Care Kits Update
. If you would like to help with this collection – these items can be placed in the box by the east door of the
church.. Monetary donations can also be sent to the church for LWR.


Toothbrushes



Bars of Soap (4 to 5 oz. size)



Nail Clippers

In 2020 LWR was able to reach 23 different countries with $11.1 million worth of quilts, care kits and masks. There
were:





264,585 quilts
174,055 school kits
71,900 personal care kits

Thank you for helping with this mission project in 2021..
-WELCA Stewardship, Carol Peterson

DMV Update
Vision Caster
According to an article that appeared in the online magazine Whole Hearted Leaders, “Vision is
really all about ‘who we can become’. Vision involves hopes, dreams, plans, purposes and passion.”
For the next few months, I will be sharing some essential elements for church vision casters as
interpreted by various church leaders from around the world:
Element #1 “Golden Tomorrow” – Do you promise a better world in which
people want to live? Stop vision casting to make the church better and
show people how the church makes life better.
I wonder where ELCB would place their ministry priorities based on this
essential element?
Greg’ory
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Calendar for March 2021
English Lutheran Church of Bateman
(To get better quality copy go to ELCB website at
www.elcbateman.org and go to the calendar option).
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Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@elcbateman.org
Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
515-229-6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@elcbateman.org
Church Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
715-828-5596
Office Hours:
Tues/Thurs 9am-2pm
GREG’ORY HARRELL, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRIESR
Email: elcbateman.kids@gmail.com

KAREN ROKSER, TREASURER

Email: bookkeeper@elcbateman.org

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
CHERI BURISH, FACILITIES

NANCY NERDRUM, ORGANIST

ELCB Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!

There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Lavane Hessler, Jack Rokser
Steve Thon, Dennis Knutson, Cedric Boettcher,
Doug Mueller and Roy Thompson

Buildings & Grounds: Cedric Boettcher, Chair
Care & maintenance of church and parsonage.
Worship & Music: Linda Stockinger, Chair
Oversees worship, music and special services.
Finance/Stewardship: Steve Thon, Chair
Church budget and finances.

Evangelism Ministry Team (EMT): Ray Peterson, Chair
Keep leadership and the congregation outreach
minded.
Endowment board: Ray Peterson, Chair
Maintains and distributes our financial resources
above and beyond regular offerings that allow
outreach in the community and around the world.

Faith Formation: Greg Harrell-Children’s Ministries,
Pastor Rick Biederman, Youth & Adult Ministries
Oversees children, youth and adult education

Dreams, Ministries, Visions (DMV): Greg Harrell, Chair
Creating a path combining the Church Assessment Tool
(CAT) and community information.
Personnel/Executive: Lavane Hessler, Chair
Oversee staff and evaluations.

Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Provides oversight and support for the sharing of a
pastor with St. James Trinity.
Audit Committee: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Audit financials

Memorial & Special Gifts: Darin Fellom, Chair
Distributes memorial funds and gifts.
Altar Guild: Carol Peterson, Chair
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.

Pantry Pals: Sandy Winrich, Chair
Monthly food pantry for local residents in need.

Scrip Program: Cathy Thompson, Chair
Program provides gift cards and gives the church a
percentage of sales.
.Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Tuesday at 10am.
Library: Carol Peterson, Chair

WELCA (Women’s Group): Sandy Winrich, vice President
Men of English (Men’s Group): Denis Winrich, Chair
Page Turners (Book Club): Carol Turner, Chair

Pieceworkers (Quilting Group): Ann Arneson, Chair

Technology Team: Darin Fellom, Laurel Boyer, and
Pastor Rick Biedermann
Sound & Streaming: Von Wolff and John Stockinger
Projector/Media: Greg Harrell

