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“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new
creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!”

– 2 Corinthians 5:17
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THE MESSENGER

Shining the
Light of Jesus

In order to get the newsletter out to everyone by early January, it is necessary to write this article about a
few days before Christmas. It is a bit strange to think that when you read these words Christmas will be
over; we will have opened our presents and tossed the wrapping paper. Many of you will have taken
down the Christmas tree. For many there is often a post-holiday let down. It may be that the holiday
failed to fill the high expectations we held. There may be some disappointment with some of the gifts
received or not received. Many of us were not able to be with family due to the pandemic. Some of us may
have eaten too much food or spent too much time watching TV or on social media. There may be some
regret that you spent too much as the bills come in.
It was certainly a different Christmas and due to the pandemic will go down in the history books. We hear
the news that vaccines are starting to be given and we are hopeful that later this year we will have some
normalcy, although it may be a new normal. I know I’m looking forward to when we can gather to worship
together in church. But I think this pandemic will also change the way we see church. More people will be
used to participating in worship from their homes. Others who are looking for a church to be a part of may
choose to be part of a virtual church. Churches will need to be ready to be even more intentional in
reaching out to people who may not physically come to the church building. We will need to be versatile
and adaptable.
John’s gospel tells us that Jesus is the light and “the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
overcome it.” We as individuals and as a church are called to shine the light of Jesus. We need to think and
pray about what that will look like for this church. What are the specific ways that we as a church can do
that? How do we do it during a pandemic? Can the light of Jesus shine through screens and tablets and
phones? We will need to be creative in how to reach out to our community using technology but also still
providing human care and face to face worship. Some people will want to come back to the church
building but maybe not all.
I believe God can use lots of different ways to bring the light of Jesus to our community and the world. Are
we going to be open to some new ways of doing this? I ask you to pray for our church that we will be open
to the Holy Spirit so that God will direct and guide us and provide what we need to move forward in faith
and shine the light of Jesus.
In Christ,
Pastor Rick Biedermann

Mission Statement:
We, the family of English Lutheran Church of Bateman,
are here to serve the Lord through worship,
fellowship, stewardship and discipleship.
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MEETING HIGHLIGHTS FROM NOVEMBER


Working on budget development



Discussed ways to improve communication with the Council



Continuing to send out the Children’s kits



Confirmation continues to meet on Zoom



Worship & Music is working on Advent and Christmas Eve Services

Annual Committee
Reports
If you have not submitted your committee
reports for the Annual Report, please submit
ASAP. Digital format preferred and can be
emailed to Laurel at admin@elcbateman.org.

Online Worship Services
We continue to provide our Sunday Worship Services on Facebook starting at 10:30 am.
Holy Communion will be on the first and third weeks (please have bread and juice or wine
available). A call-in option is also available for those who are not able to watch online
starting at 8:30 am. You can get all the links for watching and calling, the bulletins,
children’s bulletins, and online giving on our website or on Church Connect. They will also
be emailed shortly before the service.
Call In info:

Conference Call @ 8:30
Dial-in using your LAND LINE ONLY: 800-719-6100
Dial –in using your CELL PHONES ONLY: 717-275-8940, 641-426-1600, 605-475Access code: 549 6519

2879
Giving Link:
https://gp.vancopayments.com/gpo/#/donateNow/fbd6c62391d25a67e39a890436ff56f5
Facebook Link to watch live stream: https://www.facebook.com/ELCBateman
ELCB Website for Bulletins: http://www.elcbateman.org/
Church Connect (For Members Only): https://elcb.churchtrac.com/
YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCG_ZEoILTWJ_BmnIM7qOXjg
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DMV Update
Should Auld Acquaintance be Forgot... ?
You probably heard some rendition of this old Scottish ballad sung on New Years Day. And, after
the 2020 we just experienced, forgetting the previous 12 months seems like the sane thing to do.
Churches also take time in January to review their past year's ministries and set goals for next
year. However, sometimes we reminisce about the "good auld days" too much and lose sight of
the possible new and exciting ministries opportunities that are yet to come.
Hebrews 11:1 reminds us "Faith is confidence in what we hope for and
assurance about what we do not see." Let us surely remember and honor
our many past blessings while continually walking toward a Faith journey
yet unknown!
In God 's Auld and New Spirit,
Greg'ory
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Pantry Pals 2020 Review
This has been a year of challenges and change for the Pantry Pals, which some of the changes
have made us look at our procedures and realize it has become easier. With COVID taking over in
March, we quickly had to change our process of having participants come into the building for their
monthly “shopping” experience. We had to go to packing the bags either the afternoon before or
morning of the Pantry, which are then loaded into the cars as they drive up. There was some concern
that we would lose our connection with the people, but we have not let that happen. We have been very
careful as we listen to their stories and share news with them, and maintain safety on both sides. We
have consistently served 25-35 families per month this year, with monthly weights averaging 60-80
lbs., and kept the mini pantry outside stocked. In November we purchased a turkey breast for each
family, and December each received a small ham. Funding from the community and grants written,
has made it possible to do additional purchases of food items. We were able to coordinate purchasing
Scrip cards for Family Fare and this has been a win-win for both programs.
I personally want to say “Thank You” to those who have felt comfortable enough during COVID to
volunteer. There are those that meet the Feed My People Truck to unload, set up bagging area and pack
bags, work the day of pantry, clean up afterwards and keep track of our finances. It has been a
struggle at times due to size of loads, family responsibilities and of course the weather, but we have
made it work and will strive to continue making it work so that we can help those in our community
that need it. We could use some additional man power on the 3rd Friday of each month from about
8:45-9:45 a.m. to help unload the truck when it comes in. If you feel comfortable enough that this could
be something you might be able to help with, please contact Chris Stein at 715-861-5404 and he can
give you more information.
The Team of volunteers for the Pantry Pals Food Pantry would like to wish each of you a very Blessed
and Merry Christmas! We are so looking forward to the New Year ahead to bring us all together
again to share stories of everything we missed and more!
Sandy Winrich, Pantry Coordinator
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Kid’s Korner Konnection
HappY ThriVing New Year
A new year brings a new opportunity for Thrivent members to apply for their
biannual Community Action Card worth $250. This money can be used to help fund
many of our Children's Ministry programs including: Weekly Virtual Kids Kits, Vacation
Bible School, Day Trip to Luther Camp, Monthly Kids Korner Programs, Other
Community/ Church Projects and Programming. Last year,we celebrate and give
thanks for the blessing of the $1000 that wa given in Thrivent Action Card to
support our Children's Ministries :).
Who can apply for a Thrivent grant?
Any Thrivent member can apply for two $250 grants each calendar year. (Benefit members can apply for 2 grants and
associate members can apply for 1 grant.) That applies to every Thrivent member. If you and your spouse are both
Thrivent members, you can each apply for two grants – for a total of four in your household.
How do I apply for a Thrivent grant?
It really is simple to apply for a Thrivent grant. The process takes about 5 minutes.
1.

Visit www.thrivent.com/actionteam.

2. Log in with your user name and password—This is the hardest part if you don’t know your information! If you don’t
recall your user name or have never set one up, you can request your information via the links on that page. You can
also call in and speak with someone to get your information. Just follow the prompts on that page. I know this is
what holds most people back! Just make the call and get your user name so you can apply for your Thrivent grants.
It’s worth $250! It’s worth the inconvenience to get your name set up once and for all.
3. Apply for your grant.
In God's Thriving Spirit,
Greg'ory
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Calendar for
January 2021
English Lutheran Church
of Bateman

(To get better quality copy go to ELCB website at
www.elcbateman.org and go to the calendar option).
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Church Staff:
PASTOR RICK BIEDERMANN

Pastor Email:
pastor@elcbateman.org
Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
515-229-6193
LAUREL BOYER, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Church Email:
admin@elcbateman.org
Church Office Phone:
715-723-4231
Cell Phone:
715-828-5596
Office Hours:
Tues/Thurs 9am-2pm
GREG’ORY HARRELL, DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRIESR
Email: elcbateman.kids@gmail.com

KAREN ROKSER, TREASURER

Email: bookkeeper@elcbateman.org

KAY SCHARN, CHOIR DIRECTOR
CHERI BURISH, FACILITIES

NANCY NERDRUM, ORGANIST

ELCB Committees & Groups: Serving God & our Community!

There are several committees to get involved in and we are always looking for new members and new ideas.
Everyone is welcome to join a committee at any time. Below is a list of committees or groups and their chairs.
Church Council: Jack Rokser, Lavane Hessler,
Steve Thon, Dennis Knutson, Angela Sieg-Bruhn,
Patsy Tepp, , Cedric Boettcher and
Jordan Gilles (Youth Rep).
Buildings & Grounds: Cedric Boettcher, Chair
Care & maintenance of church and parsonage.
Worship & Music: Linda Stockinger, Chair
Oversees worship, music and special services.
Finance/Stewardship: Steve Thon, Chair
Church budget and finances.

Evangelism Ministry Team (EMT): Ray Peterson, Chair
Keep leadership and the congregation outreach
minded.
Endowment board: Ray Peterson, Chair
Maintains and distributes our financial resources
above and beyond regular offerings that allow
outreach in the community and around the world.

Faith Formation: Greg Harrell, Chair
Oversees youth and adult education

Pantry Pals: Sandy Winrich, Chair
Monthly food pantry for local residents in need.

Personnel/Executive: Jack Rokser, Chair
Oversee staff and evaluations.

.Bible Study: Pastor Rick Biedermann
Every Tuesday at 10am.

Dreams, Ministries, Visions (DMV): Greg Harrell, Chair
Creating a path combining the Church Assessment Tool
(CAT) and community information.

Covenant Board: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Provides oversight and support for the sharing of a
pastor with St. James Trinity.
Audit Committee: Carol Dittmar, Chair
Audit financials

Memorial & Special Gifts: Angela Sieg-Bruhn, Chair
Distributes memorial funds and gifts.
Altar Guild: Carol Peterson, Chair
Prepare the Altar and Sanctuary for services.

Scrip Program: Cathy Thompson, Chair
Program provides gift cards and gives the church a
percentage of sales.

Library: Carol Peterson, Chair

WELCA (Women’s Group): Sandy Winrich, vice President
Men of English (Men’s Group): Denis Winrich, Chair
Page Turners (Book Club): Carol Turner, Chair

Pieceworkers (Quilting Group): Ann Arneson, Chair

Technology Team: Darin Fellom, Laurel Boyer, and
Pastor Rick Biedermann
Sound & Streaming: Von Wolff and John Stockinger
Projector/Media: Greg Harrell

